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I

The reception of Mu'tazi li thought wi thin Imärni Shi'ism' began in the
3rd/9th cen tur y wit h Abü Ja'far Ibn Qiba al-Rä zt (d. Rayy before 319/931 )3 and,
in the second hal f of the century, the Ba nü Nawbakht, particularly Ismä'll b.
'A ll al-Nawbakhtl (d. 311/924) and al-Hasan b. M üsä al-Nawbakhti (d. between
300/9 12 and 310/922) 4. Since none o(their theological writi ngs are preserved,
their teachings can only be gleaned from the writings of later Twelver Shi 'is '. The
first Imämi scholar under Mu'tazili influence whose works are partially extant is
al-Shaykh al-Mufid (d . 413/1022). He departed from the traditionalist theological
views of his teacher Abü Ja'far Ibn Bäbawayh (d. 381/991) and adopted most ofthe
doctrines ofAbü al-Qäsim al-Ka'bi al-Balkhi (d. 319/931) , the prominent theologian
of the school of Baghdad", Al-Mufid 's pupil, al-Sharif al-Murtadä (d . 436/1044)
d id not share his teacher's preference for the Baghdädis. As a student of 'Abd
al-Jabbär b. Ahmad al-Harnadhäni (d. 415/1025), head of the Mu'tazili school of
Abü Häshirn al -Jubb ä'I (d. 321/933), the Bahsharniyya, al-Murtadä followed the

l. I wis h to tha nk Wilferd Madclung, Camilla Adang, Gregor Schwarb and Hassan Allsari for
valuable eomments on an earlier dr af t of this paper; Hossei n Modarressi for having providcd me
with a eopy of his edition of Ihe fatwäs of Sharaf al-Dln and al-Muhaqqiq al-Hi llt and Frank Griffel
for help in identifying itern no . 19. This study was completed within thc fr amewerk of the Europe an
Resear ch Council's FP7 project "Rcdiscovering Ratio nalism in the Medieval World of Islam" .
2. An overvicw over th is reception process is given by W. Madclung, "Im ämisrn and Mu'tazilire

theology", Slii'ismeimiimite, ed, T. Fahd , Pa ris 1970, p. 13-29 [repr. in W. Madelung. Religi ous
Schools and SecTS in Medi eva l Islam, London 1985, no. VII ].
3. On hirn see H. Modarressi , Crisis and Consolida tion in the Formative Period of Shi'ite Islam :

Ab ii Ja'[ar ibn Qiba al-Riizi and his Con trib utio n to Iniämite Sht'ite Thought , Princeton 1993 .
4 . Cf. 'Abbäs Iqbäl, Kluinadän-i Nawbakhti, Tehran 1345[/ 19661': Hasan Ansärl: "Abü Sahl

Nawbakh ti" , D ü'irat-i nia'iiri f-i buzurg- i islämi, ed . Käzirn Müsaw i Bujnurdi. Tehran 1374/1996-,
vol. 5, p. 579-583.
5. An additio nal valuable so urce for al -Hasan b. Müsä al -Nawbak htf's Kitäb al- iirä ' wa-l-diyäniit

which is otherwise lost is Rukn al-Di n Mahrnüd b. al-Mal ähimf's (d . 536/1141) Kitäb al-mu 'tamad
fi usül al-din: The extant parts ed ited and introduced by Wilferd Madelung and Martin Mclzcrmott,
London 1991, pa rticularly the section devoted to the ph ilosophers, wh ich cont ain s extensive quotations
from th is work , See also be low n. 12. Other tex ts conta in ing extracts ofthe Kitiib al- är ä' wa-l-diyäniit
are listed by J. L. Kraemer: "a l-Nawbakhti , al-Hasan b. Müsä", EI' , vol. 7, p. 1044.
6. For al-MufId's theological views, sec M. J. McDermott, The Thcology 0/ al-Shaikli al-Mufid

(d. 413/1022). Beirut 1978; P. Sander, Zwischen Charisma und Rati o: Entwicklungen in derfriihen
imiimitischen Theo logie, Berlin 1994; T. Bayharn -Duou,ShaykhMufid,Oxford 2005.Most ofh is extant
theological wri tings are inclu ded in Musannafät at-Shaykli al-Mufid Abi 'Abd Alläh Muham mad b.
Muhammad b. al -Nu'm än b. al-Mu'allim al-Ukbari al-Baghdiid i 1-13, Bei rut 1413[/ 1993]' .
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teachings of this school ", The doctrin es of the Bahshamiyya remained prevalent
among the Twelver Shi'is of the following generations , as was the cas e for example
with al-Murta dä's disciple, Shaykh al-Tä'ifa Abü Ja'far al-Tüsi (d. 459/1067)K.

With al-Mu rtadä the divid ing line between Mu'tazili theolog y and Imärni doc-
trine received its final shape . Exemp t from Mutazili inffuence were those doctri-
nes in which the general Imämi dogma proved incompatible with Mu'tazili views ,
viz. the belief in the Imamate as the very founda tion of faith and the concept of
belie f. Defin ing ini än as knowledge or assent and verbal confession to the exclu-
sion of works, Twelver Shi'is rejected the Mu'taz ili doctrine of mutua l annulment
of rewa rd and punishment (i(lbäO, and they denied that the unr epentant grave sin-
ner (fäs iq) holds an intermediary position between the believer and the unbeliever
tal-manrila bayn al-manzilatayni and is subject to eternal punishment. Moreover,
they aftirmed the intercess ion (shafä 'd; of the Prophet and the Imams for the
grave sinner of the ir community. Th e Imämi mutakallimün were also careful
to dissociate themselves from the Mu'tazila by explicitly nega ting any doct rina l
dependence, claiming 'All b. AbI Tälib (d. 40/660) and, at times, Ja'far al-Sädiq
(d. 148/765 ) to be the true foun der s of their dogrna",

Towards the end of the 6th/ 12th century, the teachings of Abü al-Husayn
al-Basri (d. 436/1044) began to influence the the ological thought of the Twelver
Shi'a, Abü al-Husayn al-B asri , who grew up as a HanafI in law and a Mu'tazili in
doctrine, ini tially came to Baghd ad to be tra ined as a physician. This involved
him in the study of philosophy; he is known to have studied Aristotelian physics
with the Christian Abü 'All b. al-Sarnh (d. 418/ 1027), a discip le of Yahyä b. 'Adi
(d. 363/974) 10. He then went to Rayy where he atta ched hirnself to 'Abd al-Jabbär

7. His most extens ive the ologi ca l works are hi s Kitäb al-dhakhirafi 'ilm al -kalüm, ed. Ahmad al-
Husaynl, Qum, 1411[/1990-199IJ , and his Kitäb al-mulakhkhas [i us üt al-din , cd . Mu hamrnad Ridä
Ansärl Qumrni, Teh ran 1381[/2 002). On the for mer see also S. Schmidtke, " 11 Fi rk . Arab. 111 -
A copy of al-SharIf a l-Murtadä 's Kiräb al-Dhakhira completed in 472/1079 -80 in th e Firkovitch-
Collection, SI. Petersburg", Ma'ärij20/ ll (1382/2003), p. 68-8 4 [Per sian] ,
80His most importan t kaläm works are h is commentary O ll al-Sharlf al-Mur tadä's Jumal al-iilm wa-

Fu mal, kit äb tamhid al-us iilfi 'ilm al-kaliim, ed . 'Abd a l-Mu hsi n Mishkät al-Dinl, Tehran 1362/1981,
and hi s Kitäb al-iqtis ädfintä ya ta'a llaqu bi- l-i'tiqad , Qum 140 0/1980 .
9. See e.g. al-Mufid , al- Fusül al-mukhi ära min ai-uyiin wa-l-mahtisin, Najaf n.d, vo!. 2, p, 119ff; al-

SharIf al-Murt adä , al-Ani ält 1-2, Beirut 1967, vo!. I, p. 148; the tra nslator's pre face to S. Schmidtke ,
Andishe-h ii-ye ka lämt-ve 'A ll äma Hilli, tran s!. Ahrnad Narnä'I, Mashhad 1999. Sec also W.Madelung,
" Irnärnisrn", p. 18 n . 2, p. 22 n. I, p. 24; A. Afsaruddi n, Excel lence and Precedence: Medi eval
lslam ic Discourse Oll Legitimtue Leadership. Leiden 2002, p. 142. As was the case with thei r Sunni
co unterpa rts, ImämI mutakallim ün were constantly cha lle nged by tr ad ition ali sts who rcjccted all
forms of kul äm in pr incip le, insis tin g ins tead on the neccssi ty of re ly ing excl usivcly on the hudith
of the Prophe t and the Imam s. The prot agoni sts of this cont inuous con flict w ithi n Twelver Shi 'isrn
were labelled Akhb äriyya and Us üliyya, terms that have been employed since the 6th/12th century ;
see Madelung, " Irnämism", p. 20 -21. For a critica l discuss ion of d ivergent definition s of the Akhbärl
movement and the question of when it em erged, see R. Gleave, ln evitable Doubt: Two Theories of
snrt Juri sprudence , Leiden 2000, p. 5ft".
10. A manu script of Ab ü al-Husayn al-Basri's red act ion of Hun ayn's tr anslat ion of Aristo t le's Physics

with notes and comments by Ibn al-Sa rnh an d the Nestorian physician and ph ilosopher Abü al-Faraj
b. al-Tayyib (d . 435/1043), completed in 395/1004, is ex tan t (Lei den, Cod. 01'. 583) . Se e E. Giannakis,
"The str uc ture of Abü al-Husa yn al-Basrl 's copy of Aris to tlc 's Physics", Ze itschrift fiir Geschichte
der A rabisch-Islamischen Wissenschaft en 8 (1993), p. 252-258. See also G. Schwarb , "Su hl b. a l-Fadl
al-Tus tar r's Kit äb al-Iniä". Ginzei Qedem 2 (2006) , p. 61*-105* [p, 87*-88*). Genera lly on Abü al-
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to study kal äm and legal methodology (u~ül al-fiqh), and he is known to have
questioned and cri ticized his teacher in his lectures. While Abü al-Husayn was
ostracized by 'Abd al-Jabbär's other students, and his views and writings on kal äm
generally ignored by later Bahshami authors, he eventually came to be recogni-
zed as the founder of the last innovative school of Mu'tazili thought. None of his
katäm works have survived with the exception of three extensive fragments of
hi s Tasaffuh al-adilla which were found in the Abraham Firkovitch Collection
of geniza material in St. Petersburg and deal primarily with questions concer-
ni ng the divine attributes of knowledge and power 11. The writings of hi s later
foliower Rukn al-Din Mahrnüd b. al-Malähirni al-Khvärazmi (d. 536/1141), who
lived about a century later, constitute the main source for the reconstruction of
Abü al-Husayn's doctrine. These are his Kitäb al-mu 'tamadfi usiil al-din , the first
part of which is a paraphrastic summary of Abü al-Husayn al-Basri's Tasaffuh
al-adilla, wh ich is partly preserved " , his Kiräb al-fä'iqfi usiil al-din, a summary
of the Kitäb al-mu 'tamad" ; and his Kitäb tuhfat al-mutakatlimin [i al-radd 'ata
al-faliisija, a copy of which has recently been discovered 14.

Sadid al-Din Mahmüd b. 'All b. al-Hasan al-Himmasi al-Räzi (d. after 600/1204) is
the first Imämi author known to have adopted the doctrines of Abü al-Husayn al-Basri".

Husayn al-Basri. see Mas 'üd JalälT Muqaddam, "Abu al-Hu sayn al-Basrl ", Dä 'irat-i ma 'äri f-i buzurg -i
isl ämt, vol, 5. p. 307-370 ; W. Madelung: "Abu al-Husayn al-Basrr", EJ3 , vol. I, p. 10-19.
I I. Abu al-Husayn al-Basrl, Tasaffuh al -adill a : The cxtant parts int roduced and cditcd by Wilferd

Madelung and Sab ine Schrnidtkc , Wiesbaden 2006. On the Karaitc reception of Abu al-Husayn al-
Basrt's do ctrine see S. Schmidtke, "The Karaitcs ' eneounter with the tho ught of Abü al-Husayn al-
Basrl (d, 436/1044): A survey of the relevant materials in the Fi rkovirch -Col lect ion. SI. Petersburg",
Arabica 53/l (2006), p. 108-142; W. Madelung and S. Schmidtke, Rational Theology in Interfa ith
Commullicarioll: Ab/, al-Husayn al-Basrt 's Mu'ta zil! Theology amollg the Karaites in the Fätimid
Age. Leiden 2006.
12. See Rukn al-Dfn b. al-Malähirnl al-K hvärazml. Kitäb al-mu'tamadfi usiil al-dtn. Meanwhile,

further fra gme nts have been discovered in Yemen, and Wilferd Madclung is currently preparing a
new, exp anded cdition of the work (Tehran: Ira nian Institute of Philosophy & Institute of Islamie
Studios, Free University Berlin [for thcoruing[),
13. Ed . W.Madelung and M. Mcfrermott. Tehran, Iranian Ins titute of Philosophy and Institute of

Islarnic Studios, FreeUniversity, Berlin 2007.
14. Ed.H , Ansärt and W.Madclung, Tehran-Berlin 200S. On the rnanuscripr see 1:1.Ansärt, "Ki täb-i

täza yäb dar naqd-i falsafa. Payd ä shudan-i kitäb-i Tuhfat al-mutakallimin-i Malähirnl", Nashr-i
dänish 18/3 (2001), p. 31-32 .
15. Pr ior to al-Himrnasl al-Räzfs reception of Abu al-Husayn al-Basrfs theological thought, the lartcr s

refutations inaqd) of al-Sharif al-Murta däs Kitäb al-Sluifi on the Imamate and of his Kitäb al-Muqni '
on the concealment (gilayba) of the Twelfth Imam were known to, and refu ted by, Imämi scholars such
as Abü 'All Hamza Salär b. 'Abd al-Aziz al-Dayl arni al-Tabaristänl (d . 463 /1070-71 ) [ef. Äghä Buzurg
al-Tihrüni, al-Dhari' a ilii tasiinif al-shra 1-25, Beirut 1403-6 /1983- 86, vol. 10, p. 179- 80, no . 378 ;
al-Laj na al-i lmiyya fi mu'assasat al-Imärn al-Sädiq, Mu'jam al-turäth al-kal ämt. Mu'j am yataniiwalu
dliikr asm ä' al-mu 'allaföt al-kalämiyya (at-makhnit ät wa-l-matbü 'üt ] 'abra al-q urün wa-l-maktab ät
allatt tatawaffaru filtä nusakhuhä 1-5, Qum 1423/2002, vol. 3, p. 366 no . 6477J and Muhamrnad b. 'All
al-Karäjiki (d. 44Y/1057-58) , in Ris älat al-tanbilt 'alii aglrliir Abf al-llusayn al-Basrt [cf, "Maktabat
al-'A lIäma al-Karäjikl Ii-uhad rnu'äsirihi", ed . al-Sayyid 'Abd al-'AzI z al-Tab ätabä'i, TI/rii/II/II/tl 43-44
(1416), p. 393; Mu 'jam al-turäth al-katämt, vol. 2, p. 333 -34 , no . 4022] . Moreover, 'Abd al-Ja lll b.AbI
al-Fall) al-Räzt is known to have composed a Naqd al -tasaffult l i-Abt al-Husayn al-Basri, apparcntly
a refutation of the larters doctrinaI views as laid down in the Tasaffuh al -adilla; see Muntajab al-Dln,
Fihris/ aSlllii' 'ulamä' al-shfa Im-mu~al/Ilijllrim, ed . al-Sayyid 'Abd al-'AzIz al-Tabä\abäl, Beirut
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In his Kiräbal-niunqidh min al-taqlid, eomposed in 581/1185-86 16, he eonsistently
followed the views of Abü al-Husayn whenever these disagreed with those of the
Bahshamiyya . Al-Himrnasi evidently had immediate aeeess to the theologieal wri-
tings of Abü al-Husayn al-Basri. He repeatedly quotes from his Kitäb al-ghurar"
and refers to his Tasaffuh al-adilla 18. He also mentions a risäla by Abü al-Husayn
on miracles of sain ts , the poss ibility of whieh the latter had affirmed against the
genera l pos ition of the Mu'tazi la 19, and he often refers to the writings of Abü
al-Husayn without mentioning any speeifie title". Al-Himmasi also had aeeess to
Kitäb al-fii 'iq by Ibn al-Ma lähimi, to whom he reg ularly refers as s ähib al-jä'iq
when quoting fr orn this work " .

The teaehings of Abü al-Husayn al-Basri eontinued to influenee Im ämi theo-
logieal thought over the follow ing centuries" , In addition, the ama lgamation of

1406/1986, p. 100, no. 226 ; Dhari'a, vol. 24, p. 286, no . 1466; Mu'jam al-turäth al-kaliimi, vol. 5, p. 410 ,
no. 12248 . None of the refutations mentioned is cxtant,
16. Ed. Muha rnmad Hädi al-Yüs ufi al-Gharawi, Qurn 1412 [/1991]. For the work and its au tho r,

see Muhummad b. al-Hasan al-Hurr al-Ämill, An/a l al-iimil 1-2, ed . Ahrnad al-Husayni, Baghdad
1385/ 1965. vol. 2, p. 316 no. 963; Muhsin al-Amln, A'yän al-sht'a 1-11, Bcirut 1403/1983, vol. 10,
p. 105-7; idem,Mustadra k u'vän al-sht 'a 1-6, Beiru t 1408-1415/1987-1995, vol. I, p. 218-2 19;Dhari'a,
vol. I, p. 249 no. 1312, vol. 3, p. 60 no. 166, vol. 3, p. 333 no. 1209, vol. 4, p. 222 no. 1114, vol. 4,
p. 222 no. 1116, vol. 21, p. 65 no. 3970, vol. 21, p. 95 no. 4101, vol. 23, p. 151-152, vol. 24, p. 290-291
no. 1507; Äghä Buzur g al-Tihräni, Tabaq äta'täm al-shi'a [1-2, Beirut 1390-91/1971; 3-5, ed . 'All NalJI
Munzawi, Beirut 1392-9 5/1972-75; 6, ed. 'All NalJI Munzawl, Tehran 1362/1983], vol. 2, par t 2 , p. 295 ;
vol. 3, pa rt I, p. 178; Ibn al-Malähimi, Mu'tamad, int ro duct ion, p. vm: 'Abbäs b. Muha rnrnad Ridä al-
Qummi, al-Kund wa-l-a lqäb 1-3, Najaf 1376/1956, vol. 2, p. 175-176; E . Kohlberg,A Medieval Muslim
Scholar at Work: Ibn Täwüs and his Library, Lei den 1992, p. 75, 354 -355 no . 590; Yüsuf b. Ahmad
al-Bahränl, LII 'IIl 'at al-Bahrayn, ed. Muha rnrnad Sädi q BaJ:1r al -Ulüm. Najaf 1386/1966, p. 348-349
no . 117; 'Abd Alla h al-N i'ma, Faläsifat al-sht 'u: Ilayätuhum wa-iirä 'uhum , Beirut 1962, p. 542-544;
MuharnmadBäqir al-Khvänsärl, Rawdat al-jannät]iahw äl al-tulamii ' wa- l-siidii t l-8, Qum 1392/ 1987,
vol. 7, p. 158- 164, no. 618; 'Abd Alläh b. 'lsä a l-Afandi. Riyä(! al-culam ä' 1-5, ed. Ahrnad al-H usay ni,
Qurn 1401/198 1, vol. 5, p. 202-203; R. Se llheim, Materialien zur arabischen Literaturgeschichte 1-2,
Wiesbaden 1976-1987, vol. I, p. 146-147; see also ibid. p. 142-147 for the d isti nction between Sadid
a l-Dln al- Himmasl al-Rüzl and the later Mahmüd b. 'A ll b, Mahrn üd al-H imrn asl al-Räzi (11 . 749-
50/1348-49), author of a commenrary on Nasir al-Din al-Tüsi's Qawä'id at-raq ä'id ent itled Kashf
al-ma ' äqid jf sharh qawä 'id al-'aqä 'id, preservcd in an apparently un ique manuscript (MS Berlin,
Wetzs tei n 1527 =Ahlwardt 17( 9). A facsimi le pr int ofthis manuscript has been published : Mahrnüd b.
'All b. Mahrnüd al-Himma si a l-Räzi , Kashfal-moäqid ft sharh Qawä 'id al-öaqii'id, Facsimi le edition
ofMS Berlin, Wetzstein 1527. lntrodu ct ion and Indi ces by S. Schmidtke, Tehran: Ira nian Institu te of
Philosophy & Inst itute of Islam ic Stud ies, Free University of Berlin, 1386/2007.
17. A l-H imrnasl ul-Räzl, al-Munqidh min al-taql id, vol. I, p. 203 , 504-505.
18. Sec e.g. ibid ., p. 63 .
19. Ibid ., p. 401.
20. lbid.. p. 324ft'.. 327, 434; vol. 2, p. 5, 24, 87, 105-106 , 144, 214, 217, 282-283, 339-341.
21. lb id.. \'01. I, p. 56-57, 208, 344.
22. This is th e case, for example , w ith the anonymous autho r of Khul äsat al-na zar, cornposed

during the late 6th/12th or earl y 7th/ 13th ccntury tKh uläsat al-naza r: An AnoJlymous lnuimiMu'tazili
Treatise [late 6th/12th 01' early Zth/Lsth century], edite d with an introduction by S. Schm idtkc and H.
Ansa ri , Tehra n 13S5/20(6). Apa rt fro m the writings of Abü al-Husayn al-Basri and Ibn al-Malähimi,
some lm äml schola rs had access to the work of a cer tai n Taqi al-Din ul-Najrä nl (or: a l-Bahränt) al-
'Ajäl! (vocaliza tio n unce rt ain ), Klt äb al-k ümil fim ä balaghanü min ka t äm al-qudamii ', a systematic
j uxtaposition ofth e teach ings of the Bah sham iyya and ofAb ü al-Husay n al-Basrl . A un ique manuscript
of the tex t is pr eserved in Leid en (Or 487). Parts of the work have been edited and translated by al-
Sayyid Muhammad al-Shä hid (Elsayyed Els ha hed, Das Proble m der transzendentalen sinnlichen
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theology and ph ilosophy became the rule for Imämi theologians from the 7th/1 3th
ce ntury onwards. lt was Nasir al-Din al-Tüsi (d. 672/1274) who first combined
theological d iscuss ions wi th philosophical term inology, methodology and style
in hi s kaliim trea tises and accepted a number of philosophical concepts tha t were
compa tible with theo logical doctr ine " . In this he was followed by the majo-
rit y of later Imämi mutakallimün, such as Kamäl al-Din Maytham b. Maytham
al-Ba hräni (d. 699/ 1300) 24, Hasan b. Yüsuf b. al-Mutahhar al-Hilli (d. 726/1325)25
and al-Fädi l al-Miqd äd al-Suyüri (d. 826/1423)26.

11

A noteworthy exception to th is trend was a fami ly of scholars, the Ban ü al-Awd,
who flou rished dur ing the first hal f of the 8th / 14th century in al-Hilla, one of the
centres of Twelver Shi'i learning at the time. They str ictly avoided phi losophical
te rrninology and concepts even when they were compatible with their dogmatic
posit ions and they espoused by and lar ge the doct rinal positions of Abü al-Husay n
al-Basrl and Ibn al-Maläh irni . A co llec tive manuscr ipt tmajmü 'a), wr itten in the
hand of Ahrnad b. Shara f al-Din al-Awdi between 6 Sha'bän 740/6t h February
1340 and 24 Dhü al-Hijja 742/3 Ist May 1342 , is extant in the Bodleian Library in
Oxford (MS. Arab. F. 64) . T he heavil y watersta ined and part ly illegible ma nus-
cript, which co nsis ts of 133 leaves (11.93 x 16.50 cm), contains a number of the o-
logica l and a few legal works " . In add ition , it contains some writ ing s by var ious

wahrn ehmung in der spiitmu'tazilitischen Erkenntnistheorie nach der Darstellung des Taqiaddin
an-Nagrä nt: Berli n 1983; on thi s study, see the review by W. Madclung in Bulletin 01 the School of
Oriental and African Studies 48 (1985), p. 128-129). Al-Shähid subsequent ly publishcd an edition of
the complete text (Cairo 1420/ 1999). Th at al-Ajäll was know n to later ImämIthcologians is indicated.
for exarnple, in Kamäl al- Din Maytham al-Bahräru , Qowä 'id al-maräm fi 'ilm al-ka l äm, ed. Ah rnad
al-H usaynl, Qum 1406l/1 986J , p. 82 .
23. Th e most renowned is his Tajrid al-taq ä'id (or Tajrid al- i'tiqäd). For th is work and the

commentar ies on it, see 'AHSadrä'i Kh ü'r, Kitäbshindsi-yi Tajrid al-i 'tiq äd, Qum 1424/2003; Dhart'a ,
vol. 3, p. 352-355. no. 278; Muhamrnad Taql Mudarris Rad awi : A(IWälll ättiär-i Khräja Nasir al-Dtn
T üsi, Tehran 1334/1955-1956, p. 422-4 33. Nasl r al-Dln al-Tüsi also composed Qawä 'id al-taqä 'id
(sec Dhari'a, vol. 14, p. 23, no . 1577, p. 24; vol. 17, p. 186 no. 985; Mu'jam al-turäth al -kat ämt.vol. 4,
p. 468, no. 9757) and in Per sian the Fusül nasiriyya that were tra nslated into A rabic by Rukn a l-Di n
Muharnrn ad b. 'AHal-Jurjä ni al-Gba rawi, a pupil of al-Al läma al-Hi 1lI; cf.Dhart'a , vol. 4, p. 122-123 ,
no . 585 ; vol. 16, p. 246-247, no . 980; Mu'jam al-turäth al-kat ämt. vol. 4, p. 391, no. 9368. Numerous
comment arie s were written on the tr ans lated tcxt: cf. Dliart:a, vol. 13, p. 383-385, no. 1437-1445.
24 . See particu larly hi s Qawä 'id at-maräm jt ' ilm al-kaliim,
25 . On hirn see S. Sch rnidtke, The Theology 01al-A tt äma al-Hilli (d. 726/1325), Berl in 1991.
26 . For his doct rinal views sec his ind ependent kaläm work Kitäb al-Iawämi' al-iliihiyyafi al-

mabühith al-kaldmiyya, ed. Muharnrnad 'AH al-Qädi al-Tabätabä'I, Tabriz 1397/1976 . Sec also his
comme ntaries on wr itings of al-'Alläma al-H il li, viz, Irsli äd al-iätibtn il ä nahj al-mustarshidin, ed.
Mahdi al-Rajä'i, Qum 1405/ 1984 , and al-Ntifi' yawm al-hashrft sharh al-biib al-h üdt 'ashar, cd.
Mahd I Muhaqqiq, Teh ran 1365/1986, and h is commentary on Naslr al-Din al-Tüst 's Fusü l ndsiriyya :
al-Anwä r al-jaiäliyva li-l-fu s ül al- nas triyya , ed. 'AH Häjj i ÄbädI and 'Abbäs Ja läH Niyä, Mashh ad
1378/1999.
27. A first descript ion of the codex was given by H. Modar ressi, Khar äj in lslamic Lall', London

1983, note foll owing p. 276, and in h is "Mufäwada- i dar rnas'al a-yi shay 'iyyat-i rna'dürn", Jashn-
näm a-yi Ust ädh JavädMU$li(I, ed. Bu rhän Ibn Yüsuf, Los Angeles 1372/1993, p. 131-146Ip. 135-139J.
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members of the family. These include s fatw ä by Sharaf al-Din Ab ü 'Abd Alläh
al-Husayn b. AbI al-Qäsim b. Muhamrnad al-Awdi al-Asadi al-Hilli concerning
the sta tus of one who upholds the doctrine that the non-existent (ma'diim) is stable
(thäbit) (item no. 9), written in response to an earlierfatwä by Sharaf al-Din's older
(?) contemporary al-Muhaqqiq al-Hilli (d. 676/ 1277) on the same issue whi ch is
also included in the majmü'a (item no . 8); a concise credal treatise, also by Sharaf
al-Din (item no . 11); a versified theo logical tract by one of his sons, Shihäb al-Din
Ismä'il (item no . 15), and a short creed in the form of a wasivya by another son of
Sharaf al-Din, Ahmad, the scribe of the majm ü'a (item no. 16)28.

Despite their brev ity, these treatises show that Sharaf al-Din and his sons adop-
ted wit h some reservations the dogmatic views of Abü al-Husayn al -Basri and his
school. On the issue of God's essential attributes and their relation to H is essence,
the 'Awdis maintain that God is powerful, knowing, living and existent by virtue of
His essence ili-nafsihi / li-dh ätihi) (f. 105a, 120a) . This agrees with the position of
Abü al-Husayn al-Basrf who had criticized the Bahshami notion of states (abwäI )
that had been developed by Abü Häshim al-Jubbä'i as a conceptional framework
to explain the attri butes of Go d and man?", Abü Häshim and his foll owers had
arg ued that the divine essence diffe rs from other essences because of an attribute
of essence tsifat al-dh üti descr iptive of this essence. Likewise, God is knowing,
powerful and existent ow ing to essenti al att r ibutes (~ifät dhät iyya) ent ailed by
His attribute of essen ce. Abü al-Husayn al-Basri maintained instead that God dif-
fered from other essences by virtue of His essence which is also the ontological
founda tion of His being knowi ng, powerfu l and existent. Be that as it may, the

[Rcpr. in Mishkiit 35 (Summer 1371/19(2), p. 186-197; Tartkli 11 fa rhang-i mu'äsir 8 (1372[/1993]) ,
p. 82- 91; Mträth- i islämi-yi lrän [Islamic Heritage of Iran], ed. Rasül Ja'furiyän, vol. I, Qum
1373[/1994], p. 157-174]. See also the editor's introduetion to Ibn al-Ma läh irnf' s Mu't amad, p. IX,
n. 23 & 27 and see rccently (dated 1387/1/22 = 2008/3/20), Abü al-Fad l Häfiziyän, "Majmü'a-yi
ka lärni -yi Ibn al-Awdi nushka-yi Kitabkhäna-yi Budli yän dar Ing il istän ", hll p://al .athar .ir/athar/
default.php?part=book&id=37 (consulted 30 th Sept. 20(8). A microfilm copy of the codex is part of
the libr ary of al-Sa yyid 'Abd al-'Aziz a l-Tab ätabä 'I in Qum. A dc tailed description of the contents of
the codex is give n below in the appendix .

28. His co lophons are to be found on ff. 12b (datcd 6 Sha'bän 740/6th February 1340), 55a (dated
Sha'bän 7411/February 1340), 87b (dated 16 Sha'bä n 740/l6th February 1340), 92a (27 Sha'b än 740/27th
February 1340), 97b (pa rt ly illegi ble, dated [Ramadän] 740/[March] 1340) , 98b (dated 6 Rarnad än
740/6 th March 1340), 107b (unda ted), 112b (dated 23 Dhü al- J::I ijj a 741/9th June 1341), 119b (dated
26 Dhü a l-J::I ijja 741/12th Jun e 1341), 131b (24 Dhü al-J::Iijja 742/3 1st May 1342). The biographical
literature contains scant informa tion about th is fami ly and its mernbers, Ya'qüb Ja'fart, the ed itor
of Shihäb al-Din lsmä'Il 's ve rsifie d the ological treatise, has co llected the avai lab le informat ion in
the int rodu ction to thc edi tio n, Urj üzafi al-kal iim, Ka läm 4 (1371/1993), p. 20-23 . He identifies the
following persons as members of the fami 1y: (I) Abü al -Ma'äll Sälim b. 'AII b. Sula ym än b. al-'Awdi
al-Nili (fl . 554/1 159- 60); (2) Najib al-Dln Abü al-Qäs irn b. Husuyn b. Muhurnrnad al-Awdl al -Hilli
(d . 679/ 1280-81), the fath er of (3) Sharaf al-Din Abü 'Abd Alläh Husayn b. Abi al-Qäsim b. Husayn
al -Awdi (fl , 740/13 39-4 0); h is two sons (4) Shihäb al-Dln lsmä'Il b. Sharaf al-Dln Abi 'Abd A lläh
Husayn al -'Awdi (d. 741/1340-1341) and (5) Ahmad b. Sharaf al-Dln Husayn al-'Awdi al -Asadi al-Hi lll
(fl . 741/1340-41); (6) Nasir al-Dln Müsä b. al-Husuyn b. al -'Awd (d. bcfore 741/ 1340 -1341); h is two
sons (7 ) Muh arnrnud b. Müsä b. al-Husay n b. ul-Awd (fl , 741/1340-41) and (8) Sharaf al-Dln Husayn
b. Müsä b. al-'Awd (11. 741/1340-41); (9) Bah ä' a l-Din Muhammad b. 'AII b. al-Hasan al-Awdi al- Ämi li
al-Jizzrnl (fl. 96 1/1554-55).
29. For the Bahshami doctrine of ahwäl, see R. M. Fran k, Beings and their Attributes: Th e Teachings
of the Basrian Sc/wo! of the Mu'tazila in the Classical Period. Albany 1978.
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manuscript includes a doctrinal responsum by a certain al-Sharif al-Tähir, who
repeatedly bases his arguments on the Bahshami notion 01' an attribute of essence
tsifat al-dhiit) (item no . 13). This evidently did not prevent Ahrnad b. Sharaf al-Din
from including this text in the majmü'a.

The 'Awdis moreover reduced God's perception to Hi s knowledge; to say that
God is hearing and seeing can only mean th at He knows what man perceives
through his senses (1'. 105a, 120a). This was the view 01' the Baghdädi Mu'tazilis,
and Abü al-Husayn al-Basri is reported to have formul ated an argument in favour
01' their position. Later authors argued that he was hirnself a supporter 01' the
Baghdädi view on this issue", although it seems that he eventually remained unde-
cided on the matter?', Shihäb al-Din also di scussed in his urjüza (item no. 15) the
question of how it is known that man is the author 01' his actions, maintaining that
this is necessary knowledge Cilm darüriy : since man may be praised or blamed
for his actions, he must necessarily be the author 01' his actions . Otherwise, praise
and blame would be unreasonable. This was likewise the view of Ab ü al-Husayn
al-Basri and his followers " . The Bahshamiyya had argued that the knowledge
that man is author of his actions is acquired knowledge which follows from the
observation that man's actions are brought forth in accordance with his motives
and aims".

The 'Awdis did not follow Abü al-Husayn al-Basri in their proof for the exis-
tence of the Creator. Sharaf al-Din adduces in his creed the traditional kaläm
proof that starts out from the temporality of accidents to prove the temporality
01' bodies, and argues by analogy between the seen and the unseen world that
every generated entity requires a generator (1'. 105a)34.Ab ü al-Husayn al-Basri, by
contrast, had denied the reality 01' accidents and had considered the qualities sup-
posedly entailed by accidents as characteristics (a(lkäm) or states (a(ll1'äl) 01' the
body, replacing the traditional "proof by way of accidents' ttartqat al-maäni) by
the "proof by way 01' states" (rarfqat al-ahwäl).More importantly, Abü al-Husayn
al-Basri had dispensed with the analogy of the seen and the unseen, arguing ins-
tead on the basis of the principle of causality that every generated entity requires a

30. See. for example,'Fakhr al-Din al-Räzr,Muho ssal afkär al-mlllaqaddimfll ll'a-l-mllla 'akhkhirfll,
ed. Tähä 'Abd al-Ra'üf Sa'd, Beirut 1404/1984, p. 248; Kamäl al-Din Maytham al-Bahräni , Qawä 'id
al-mar ämfi ' i l111 al-kaläm, p. 90 .
31. Later followers of his doetrines , such as Ibn al-Malähiml and Jär Alläh al-Zamakhshari

(d. 538/1144) supported the position of the Bahshamiyya. They maintained tha t God 's capability of
hearing and seeing is enta iled by His being alive . Whenever a perceivable object exists the condition
for perception is fu lfilled. Thus, God is described as eternally capable of hearing and seeing isanti']
basir). Yet only when the eondition for actual perception is fulfilled, may He be called actually
hearing and seeing (sällli'/mllb~ir). This distinetion between the transitive and the intransitive
meaning of heuring and seeing originated with Ab ü 'AlT al -Jubbä'l (d. 303/915 -16). For referen ces sec
S. Schrnidtkc, The Theology ofal- 'Alläma al-Hillt, p. 198ff.; S. Schmidtke (ed., transl.), A Mu'taz ilite
Creed ofaz-Zamaljiari (d. 538/1144) (al-MilllläitF usül ad-din), Stuttgart 1997, p. 20, 5R.
32. Sec S. Schmidtke: The Theology ofal-Alläma al-Hillt, p. 125-126 for references.
33. See R. M. Fra nk : "Thc autonomy of the human agent in the tcaching of 'Abd al-Gabbär", Le

Museon 93 (1982), p. 323-355 (p. 326, n. 7 for refe rences).
34. Cf. H. A. Davidson, Proofs for Eternity. Creation and the Existence ofGod in Medieval Islamic

and Iewish Philosoph)', New York /Oxford 1987, p. 134ff. and also W.Madelung and S. Sehmidtke,
Rational Theology in lnterfaitli COmlllllllicatioll, pas sim.
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generator". Discussing the impossibility 01' two Eterna l beings, Sharaf al-Din fur-
thermore employs the argument of tanuinu', the mutu al exclusion 01' two almighty
beings (1'. 105b). This had been rejected by Abü al-Husayn al-Basri " .

Sharaf al-Din appears again as a folIower of Abü al-Husayn al-Basri in his
fatw ä regarding the upholder 01' the view that the non-existent is a thing possessed
01' rea lity. This controversial view was formulated by Abü Häshim al-Jubbä'I and
was founded on his theory of states tahw äl). An attribute of essence is neees-
sarily attached to every essence, by which the essence is distingui shed from all
other essences and is stable (thabit), indep endently 01' whether it is existent or not.
Existence accordingly is a state Cllal) 01' an essence that is brought about by an
agent (ja 'i!) , while essences and attributes as such are stable (thabit) and unchan -
geable, even in their state 01' non-e xistence" , Abü al-Husayn al-Basri und his 1'01-
lowers denied that the non-existent is real. For them , "to be stable" is synonymou s
with "to ex ist", and the reality of a thing is therefo re identieal with its existence.
The fatw äs by al-Muhaqqiq al-Hilli and Sha raf al-Din (items no. 8 & 9) address
the question 01' whether the upholder 01' the doctrine that the non-existent is a sta-
ble thing is an unbelieve r (kafi r) or a grave sinner (fäsiq ), whcthcr he is entitl ed to
reeeive alms (i.e. wheth er he is still to be considered a Muslim) und whethe r one
who grant s alms to hirn is free 01' guilt or not" . The two scholars agree in their
rejection 01' this position, yet they come to different conclu sions as regards the
legal status of the upholder of this doetrine.

Al-Muhaqqiq opens hi sfatwä with a brie f outline 01' the Bahshami doct rine " .
This doctrine, he summarizes, ean be redueed to three main claims (da'äwä /
'aqa 'id ): (a) an essenee is stable prior to its eoming into existence twas] al-dhiit
qabla al-wuj üd bi-l-thubüti: (b) attributes 01' essenee are attached to essences
already in the state 01' their non-existence and hence they can be distinguished
from each other iwasfal-dhiitfi [laI al- iadam bi-sifät al-ajnäs al-miijiba li-tantyi;
al-dhaw ät bi-qadrihiit; (e) it is only by virtue 01' the att ributes of essence that
a relation is established between knowledge and eapability on the one hand,
and non-existent essences on the other. Otherwise, essenees could neither be
known nor could they be subject to capability, i.e. be brought into existence (i ll ll a
al-tul üm wa-l-qudar wa-ni ä sh äkalah ä min al -muta'alliqiit bi-aghvärihii inn am ii
tata'a llaqu bi-l-ma'd üni ät bi-wäsitat tilka al-sifät wa-law khalat minli ä la-m ä

35. See w.Madelung, "Abü l-Husayn al-Busrf 's proof for the existence of God", Arabic Theology,
Arabic Phi losoph». From the Mall )' 10 the Olle: Essays in Ce lebrat ion ofRicha rd M. Frank, ed. J. E.
Montgornery, Leu vcn 2006 , p. 273-280 .
36. Cf. Rukn al-Din b. ul-Mal ähimi al-Khvärazml, al-Fä 'iqfi us ü! al-d in, p. 95 Ir.
37. On thi s issue, see R. M. Frank, "A l- rna'düm wa-l-mawjüd, the non-ex istent , the existent and the

possible in the reuehing of Abü Häshim and his followers", Melanges de l 'institut dominica in d 'etudes
orientales du Caire 14 (1980), p. 185-210; F. Klein -Fran ke, "The non -existent is a thing", Le Museon
107 (1994) , p. 375-390.
38 . Ed. Modarressi , p. 139:4-7 (= f. 99a: I-5):mii taq ülu al-süda al-fuqahä ' a 'imm at al-d tn wa-liud üt

al-mus limin f f ithbiit al-ma'd üm hal huwa haqq am Iii li-anna al-mu'taqi d bi -dtiätika hal yuhkamu
'alayh i bi-l-kufr al\' al-fisq wa-ha l yaj üzu an yu'!ii shay'an min al-zakiit am Iäwa-in u'tiya shay'an hal
tubarra ' dhimmat al-mu'ti luhu atn ld ]
39. Ed. Modarressi, p. 139:11-140 :7 (= f. 99a :6-99b:2). Al-Muhaqqiq refra ins from explicitly naming

any group or spec ific thcologian as the upho lder of th is doctrine.
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sahha ta'alluqultä hihä)40.The last -rnentioned cla im is of relevance to the issue of
God's omn ipotence and particularly His omniscience. The question whether, and
if so, how God knows the non -existent was debated among earlier Muslim the o-
logians. The starting point of the discussion was the widely accepted premise that
only " things" can be objects of knowledge. Some theologians who define " things"
as existent argued that God knows things only when they come into existence " .
Others, who were mainly concerned to prove divine ornniscience , concluded that
things are existent from eternity; such was the view of a group whom al-Ash'ari
labelIed "eternalists" (aza liyya) 42. A number of theologians tried to formulate a
compromise. Ab ü Ya'qüb al-Shahhärn (d. after 257/871), for example, argued that
th ings already existed in the divine mind before entering into real exi stence; as
such they are neither non-existent nor existent. Rather, a certain " thing-ness " is
to be attributed to them due to which they can be distinguished from each other" .
Maintaining that an attribute of essence is attached to an essence independently
of its existence through what it is, the Bahshamis were not confronted with the
quest ion of whether a thing may be known prior to its existence.

Al-Muhaqqiq rejects the doctrine and the claims it rests upon . None of these,
he argues, leads to knowledge ('ihn ) or even strong conjecture (?aI1l1qawi) sup-
porting the ir positiorr". Al-Muhaqqiq, however, maintains that the upholder of
this doctrine is neither an unbeliever nor a grave sinner but is a Muslim. As such
he is also entitled to receive alrns" . For unbelief and grave sin can only be asser-
ted when a person either negates what has been revealed by the Prophet tkufr) or
when he acts contrary to what the revealed law prescribes (fi sq). As long as this
is not the case and the person otherwise acts according to the prescriptions of the
revealed law, he is to be considered a Muslim" . Since the revealed law does not
specifically contain anything that either prescribes or prohibits any of the three
aforementioned claims, the upholder of thi s doctrine cannot be considered to be
either a kafir or e jäsiq" ,

Al-Muhaqqiq adduces two objections aiming to prove that the doctrine that the
non-existent is a thing constitutes an inadmissible limitation of the div ine attribu-
tes of omniscience and ornnipotence, and is therefore to be classified as unbelief.
According to the first objection, the upholder of the doctrine of the reality of the

40 . Ed. Modar ressi, p. 140:8-14 (= f. 99b:3-S).
41. Such views are ascr ibcd to Jahm b. Safw än (d. 128/745) , Hishäm b. al-Hakam (d. 179/796) and

Hish ärn b. 'Amr al-Fuwatl (d. before 218/S33). See Abü al-Hasan al-Ash'ari , Maqiiliit al-i släm iyyi n:
Die dogma tischen Lehren der Anh änger des Islam , cd . H. Ritter. Wiesbaden 1980' , p. ISS, 489 ,
493-494; W. Madelung, "The Shi 'ite and Khärijite contribution to pre-Ash'ar ite Kalärn", lslamic
Philo sophical Theology, ed. P. Morewedge, Albany 1979, p. 120-139 Irepr . in W.Madelung, Religious
Scho ols and Sects in Medieva l Islam , no . Vll I], p. 123, 125.
42 . Al-A sh'arl: Maq älätal- isldmiyyin, p. 489; see also 1. van Ess ,Die Erkenntnislehre des 'Adudaddtn

al -lcf (Ü ber setzung und Kommentar des ersten Buches seiner Mawäqif ), Wiesbaden 1966, p. 193 .
43. See van Ess, Erkenntnislehre, p. 192 -93; S. Schmidtke, The Theologv 01 al-'Al/iima al-Hillt.

p. 197-198 n. 137.
44 . Ed . Modarressi, p. 140:19-22. The relevant section in the man uscripr (f. 99b:13ff) is bad ly

damaged and the edi tor could only partly reconstruct the passage.
45. Ed . Modarressi, p. 141:22-26 (= f. IOOb:9-IS).
46 . Ed. Modarressi, p. 140:23-141:5 (= f. 100a :1-1!).
47. Ed . Modarressi , p. 141:6-9 (= f. 100a:II -15).
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non-existent claim s that God's being knowing can only be asse rted once the reality
ofthe non-existent entit y has been affi rmed. Sinee, however, the non-existent is not
real , so the objection cont inues, the upholder of this doctrine denies God's being
qualified by the attribute of being knowing" . The second objection says that the
upholder of this doct rine asserting the reality of the essences (prior to their exis-
tence) in fact denie s that a capable entity has any effect on the essences themselves.
Thus he affirms that these are not subject to divine omnipotence" , Al-Muhaqqiq
has similar responses to both objections. Since the revealed law does not speci-
fieally invalidate any of the claims of the upholder of this doctrine and since the
latter neither denies that God possesses the attribute of being knowing, nor expli-
eitly claim s that essences are outside God's omnipotence - on the eontrary - these
objections da not justify the judgment of either unbeli ef or grave sin " .

Sharaf al-Din blames al-Muhaqqiq in his counter-jcrw ö for inaccuracies in his
outline of the Bahshami doctrine and sets out to correet them by pointing out the
weaknesses and mistakes in the teaching of those who hold that the non-existent
is a thing" . He opens his argumentation by rejecting al-Muhaqqiq's account of
the doetrine that it is only by virtue of the attributes of essenc e that a relation is
established between knowledge and capability on the one hand , and non-existent
essences on the other" , For, Sharaf al-Din continues, as far as capability is eoncer-
ned, its relation is restricted, according to their doetrine, to produ cing the essence 's
state of existence while it does not extend to bri nging forth the essences them-
selves into rea lity tli-anna al-qudar tä tata 'allaqu bi-ihdiith al-dhaw ät 'indahum
wa-innani ä tata 'allaqu bi-hiil vusamm ünah üwujüdan).Moreover, since they des-
cribe "stures" as something neither known nor unknown twa-l-ahw äl 'indahum lä
ma'lünia wa-l äntajh üla), they in fact ascribe to God samething that is unknown.

48. Ed . Modar ressi, p. 141:10-12 (= f. lOOa:15-17): f a-ill qila: inna al-muthbit yaz'umu ann ahu l ä
yuthbatu wasfAlläh subhünahu bi-kawnihi ' ätiman illä ba 'da ithbä t al-ma 'düm wa-l-nia'd üm laysa
bi-thiibit Ifa-I-mwhbit yanfi 'alll al-biiri ' sifat al-iälimiyva.
49. Ed . Modarressi , p. 141:Hi-17 (= f. 100b:4-6): a l-muthbit ya hkumu bi-thub üt al-dhawät wa-lä

yaj 'alu li-l-q ädir ta 'th iran ff nafs al-dlt ät fa-ya k ünu qad athbata mä huwa khiirij 'an qudra t Alläh
urata.
50. Ed. Modarressi, p. 141:13-15 (= f. 100b:I-4): quln ü: da 'wä al-muthbit dhiil ika laysa mimniä

warada al-shar' bihi bi-haythu yak ünu mukh ülafatuhu kufran awfisqan bal huwa mimnt ä takal lafa
ashiib al-atuiir wa-l-kufr laysa ilt ä ink ürwasfihi bi-kawnihi ' äliman wa-l-muthb it lä yunkiru dtiätika
al-was]: p. 141:18-21 (= f. IOOb:6-9): qu ln ä: al-kufr laysa ill ä al-tas rih bi- anna al -dhawät kluirija
'an qudra t A lIäh wa-dh ätika lä yaqüluhu al-muthbit bai ya q ülu hiya maqd üra lahu lI'a-kaw n dh iilika
Iiiziman lahu 'alii ra 'y al-niifi Iä ya lzomu minhu kufr al-muthbit wa-t ä[usüquhu idh malziim al-kufr
laysa bi-kufr ma ma'a tasltm al-malr ütn [Modarressi wr ites al -kufr although the manuscript has al-
malziimJ.
5t. Ed. Modarressi, p. 143:11-12 (= f. 1OIa:ll-IO): qawluhu ff hik.äyat madhh abih im wa-ta qr ir

i'tiq ädihim: al-qudar wa-l-tul üm tata'allaqu bi-l-dhawät bi-ttib iir thub üt al-sifa . Thi s is a summary
of the following staterncnt of al-Muh aqq iq al-Hilli (ed. Modarressi, p. 140:12-14 = f. 99b:6-11): inna
at-ulüm wa-l-qudar wa-mä stiäkalatu; min al-muta'alliqiu bi-aghyiirihii innani ä ta ta'allaqu bi-l -
ma 'dün i ät bi-wäsitat ri/ka al-sifät wa-law kha lat minhü la -niä sahha ta 'al luqului bilui. As was the
case with al-Muhaqqiq al-Hilli. Sharaf al-Dln does not ascribe this doctrine to any speeific school
or theologi an.
52. Ed. Modarressi , p. 142:5-10 (= f. 1OIa:2-5): waqaftu 'at ä al-jawäb alladhi aj äba bihi Abii al-

Qüsil1l Ja/ar b. Sa 'id rahimahu Alläh 'an mu 'taqid al-ithb üt hal huwa kiifir aw mu 'min fa -ra'ayt u qad
takhat tii al-sawäb wa-ta'add ähu wa-ta 'ümd 'an al-haqq wa-tanas ähu fa- ahbabtu an ubayyi na [ihi
ghala tahu wa-akshifa Ii-l-näririn saqtahu.
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Sharaf al-Din accordingly disagrees with al-Muhaqqiq on the status of the
upholders of the view that the non -existent is a real thing. He rejects al-Muhaqqiq's
definition of kufr and fi sq as weil as his conclusion that none of the various the-
ses of the defenders of this doctrine is explicitly forbidd en by Scripture, so that
these peop le are not to be classified as either unbelievers or grave sinners. He
defines kufr as any violation of the definition of the belief (lmäll) of the people
of justice (ah/ a/- 'adl) that includes the basic theological principles of Twelver
Shi'i Mu'tazilism, viz . God and His attributes , divine justice, Muh amrnad's pro -
phethood and the Imamate of the Imams", Abandoning any of these principles
const itutes an infringment of the doc trine of divine unity (tawbld) which amou nts
to plain unbelief'" . This is the case with the upholders of thi s doctrine, who deny
that divine omnipotence extends to the br inging forth of the essence itself and
who therefore implicitly claim that the objects of God's capability are finite. Now,
maintaining that God's capability is limited is plain unbelief'". To support his
view, Sharaf al-Din refers to a number of earl ier Imämi and Mu'tazi li authors
who, he cla ims, have similarly argued that the upholder of the said doctrine is an
unbe liever, such as al-Shay kh al-MufId" , Shaykh al-Tüsi in his (apparently lost)
Rivädat al-tuq üi", Sadid al-Din al-Himmasi al-R äzi, Abü al-Husayn al-Basri and
Ibn al-Malähimi (Mahmüd al-Klr'iirazmi siihib a/-fii 'iq)58.

The discussion abou t whether or not the non-existent is a thing had already
lost its relevance among Twelver Shi'is by the 8th/14th century, for the majority
of Imä rni theologians since the time of Nasir al-Din al-Tüsi had replaced Ab ü
al-Husayn al-Basri's concept of the existent by the philosophieal notion of essence
(mäh iyya) and existence twuj üd); because of its abso lute perfection, God 's exis-
tence is ident ical with His essence since existence is necessary in the case of the
Necessarily Existent. As for contingent beings, existence comes accidentally to
their essences as their existence is less perfect than is the case with the Nece ssari ly
Existent and they require a produ cer in order to come into exis tence. The views
of Ab ü al-Husayn al-Basri and the philosophers therefore imply entirely different
not ions of existence. According to Abü al-Husayn, the existence of a thing is iden-

53. Ed. Modar rcssi, p. 143:10-11 (= f. IOlb:16-102a:l) : al-Imiin huwa al-Tim bi-lt äh ta' ülii wa-
,~ ifiilih i nafyan wa-ithb ütan wa-adlihi wa-lllIbuwwal al-nabi (~) wa-sifät ihi wa-mä ya ta'allaqu biliä
wa-l-imäma wa -ni ä yata'allaqu bibä .
54. Ed, Modarres si. p. 143:12-14 (= f. 102a:I-3): fa -ma 'rifa t dltä lika huwa al-tmän wa-l-ikhl äl bi-

shay' min 'ulüm liädhihi al-jumla aw al-qawl bi-mii yat'anu fi ba'ljihii wa-yanfihi ya k ünu ' ä'idan 'ai ä
al-tawhid bi-l-naqd wa-qiil ü anna hiidh a huwa al -kufr al -sarih .
55. Ed. Modarressi, p. 143:15-19 (= f. 102a:3-S): wa-l ladhi yadullu 'al ä anna al-muthb it yarharufi

aqwäliht mii yanqudu h ädhihi al-jumla allllahu ya'taqidu anna al-b äri' lii yaqduru 'alii ihd äth na fs
at-dhä t wa-anna qudratahu innam ä tata 'allaqu bi-hat ghayr al-dhiit lra -lllllra mawjiidfi aqwälihim
wa-hiidlui yadullu 'al äalllla al-dhawät khä rija 'an maqdü rihi wa-ft dhalika taniihimaqdiiriitihi wa-
mall qäla bi-tanähi maqdürihi kiina ka firan sarthan.
56. Shaykh al-Mufid deals with the issue in hisAwä 'il al-maq äl ät (cd. Ibrählm al-Ansärl al-Khü'Ini,

Beirut 1414/1993= Musannafät al-S liayk li al-Mufid, 4) under the heading al-qawlftal -ma 'düm (~92 ,

p. 98), where he states that in realit y Catä at-haqtqai the non-existent is neither substance, accident
l10r thing, and that it is a thing only metaphoricul ly (maj äzani. However, although al-Mufid also
indicates other positions on this issue, he refra ins from passing judgment on those who hold them.
57. For this work, see Dhari'a , vol, 11, p. 340, no. 2020; Mu'jam al-turäth al-kal ämt. vol. 3, p. 488,

nO. 7166.
58. Ed. Modarressi, p, 144:26-145:5 (= f. 103a:9-17).
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tical with the re ality of that thing in the external world; exi stence is therefore iden-
tical with essence, not additional to it. Thus the existence of a thing includes all its
characterist ics and is identical with its individual identity, and the various exist ent
beings share existence onl y in expression (ishtiräk lafzi). For Peripatetics and the
majority of Imärni theologians from the 7th/13th century onward s, by contrast,
being is an ambiguous term ibi-l-tashkiki. Sharaf al-Din's fierce condemnation of
the Bahshami position in view of the dogmatic outlook of Abü al-Husayn al-Basri
appears therefore some how anaehronistic. That the refusal to adopt the ph iloso -
phieal not ion of wuj üd was deliberate is evident from the urj üza by Sharaf al-Din's
son Shihäb al-Din al-Awdi. Therein he outlines the views of the Bahshamiyya (he
speaks of ma shiivikh al-mu'tarildi, the Peripatetics and Abü al-Husayn al-Basri on
the issue of existenee and c1early supports the view of Abü al-Husayn (f. 115a).

T hat the various writings discussed here were preserved in an apparently uni-
que manusc ript written in the hand of a member of the family sugges ts that the
Banü al-Awd, with their st rict re fusal to adopt philosophy into kaliim , were quite
exceptional in their time.". Mainstream Imämi theology continued to be ine reasin-
gly influeneed by philosophy and later on also by the mystical tradition, as was the
case for example with Ibn Abi" Jumhür al-Ahsä'i (d. after 906/ 1501)60.

Appendix: Contents of MS. Bodleian Library (Oxford) Arab. F. 64

1.
F. la-2b (15 lines to the page), f. 3a-12b:8 (17/21 lines to the page)
Fragments of al-Sharif al-Murtadä's treatise dealing with the quest ion of

whether man is a free agent or eompelled in his actions, Inqiidh al-bashar min
al-jabr wa-l-qadar. The text has been edited in Rasä'il al-Sharif al-Murtadä 1-3,
Qum 1405[/1984-85], vol. 2, p. 175-257 and in Rasä'il al -öadl wa-l-tawhid 1-2,
ed. Muhamrnad 'Imära, Cairo 1408/19882, vol. 1, p. 283-349. The first fragment
(f. la -2b) corresponds to p. 184:9 [ed . 'Imära, p. 291:91 (wa-kllll )-187:16 r294:8J
(al-ab:jär) . F. 6b:9 -12b:8 eorresponds to p. 231: 10 [329:I \J (lT shatmihi)-247 r342]
(being the end of the text). The text prior to f. 6b:9 differs completely from the
printed versions of the text (prior to p. 231:10 [329: 11]) and may reflect a different
reeension, perhaps the paraphrased version by Abü Ja'far al-Tüsi " .

On the text, see Dhari'a, vol. 2, p. 401-2 , no . 1612; Mu'jam al-turäth al-kalänü,
vol. 1, p. 512-13, no. 2265.

59. Hussan An sari informs me that fr agments of a cop)' of the Bodleian majmü 'a are prese rved in
the pri vate library ofMuhammad 'A lI Rawdätt in Isfuhän: cf, below , Appendix no . 8.
60. See S. Schmidtke, Theologie, Philosophie IIl1d Mystik im zwätferschiitiscnen Islam des 9.115.

Jahrhunderts. Die Gedankenwelt des Ibn Abi Jumh ür al-Ah sä 'i (um 838/1434-35-nach 906/1501),
Leiden 2000 ; eadem, " Ibn Abi Jurnhü r a l-Ahs ä'l und sein Spätw erk Sha rh al-b äb al-(lädf 'ashar",
Refiections un Refiections . Near Eastern Writers Reading Literatu re. Dedicated roRenare Jacobi, ed .
Angelika Ncuwirth and Andrea s Christi an Islcbc, Wiesbaden 2006, p. 119-145,
61. This version also circulated among Jewish scholars as is indicated by a one-Ieaf fra gment from

the Cairo Genizah (MS Cambridge Un iversity, T-S NS 223 .088). Se e A . Shi vt iel and F. Nies sen .
Arabic and Juda eo-Arabic Manuscrip ts in the Cambridge Gcnizah Collections , Taylor-Schechter
New Series, Cambridge 2006, p. 244; G. Schwarb, "Sahl b. al-Fad l ul-Tust arr 's Kitäb al-Ima", p. llO*.
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F. 12b:9-11
Colophon [partl y illegible]

...~ ..1\.)....:.J ~WI Y.J..1 .l.o.::J\J 4..lL.....)\ w...u ...
u~~ U"..lL..... w,.....J\ f'J-:..).:J\ lj~'J.I lj..lyJl~\ tY.•..l.=.\ ulW ..1\ ulJ ~l~

...~ [\..j~] ~ ~J jcJ J;.. '\l) 1..lA1..:.. [00. Ü:!.LUI];u... ~.J4-J\

2.
F. 12b:12-13a:4
A partly illegible report about al-Hajjäj b. Yüsuf al-Thaqafi (d. 95/714) asking

the Basran scholars al-Hasan al-Basri (d. 110/728), Wäsil b. 'Atä' (d. 131/748-749),
'Ämir ~I-Sha'bl (d. between 103/72t' and 110/728) and 'Amr b. ''ubayd (d. 144/761)
to put into writing their views concerning predestination and free will ial-qadä'
wa-l-qadan . The recension contained in our majmü'a differs slightly from Abü
al-Fath al-Karäjikr's (d. 449/1057) version (Kan: al-fawä'id 1-2, ed. 'Abd Alläh
al-Ni'rna, Qum n.d, vol. 2, p. 364 -365). On the report see also S. A. Mourad, Early
Islam between Myth and History: Al-Hasen al-Basri (d. IIOH/728CE) and the
Formation ojhis Legacy in Classical Islamic Scholarship, Leiden 2006, p. 198ff.

3.
F. 13a:5-55a:9
Ab ü Muhamrnad al-Hasan b. Müsä al-Nawbakhtf (d. between 300/912 and

310/922): Firaq al-shi'o
Al -Nawbakhti's book on Shi'i sects has been edited by Hellmut Ritter (Die

Sekten der Schi'a von al-Hasan ibn Müsa an-Naubaljti, Istanbul 1931) on the
basis of this very majmü'a, which he describes in the introduction to the edition
(p. wäw). Ritter misread the name of the scribe as "al-Awmi". It was evidently
on the basis of Ritter's misreading that the error was repeated by Äghä Buzurg
tDhuri'a . vol. 16, p. 179, no. 559; Tabaqät a'läm al-shi'a, vol. 3, part 2, p. 6) and
later scholars such as al-Sayyid Muhammad Ridä al-Hu sayni, ("Firaq al-shi 'a . li-l-
Nawbakhti am li-l-Ash'ari ?", Turäthun ä I 1405[/1984-85], p. 29-51 [p. 34]). As
Ritter explains in his introduction, the manuscript was first mentioned by D. S.
Margoliouth, "Khanäblya", Enryklopaedie des Isläm: Geographisches, ethno-
graphisches und biographisches Wörterbu ch der muhammedanischen Völker 1-4.
Leiden/Leipzig 1913-1934, vol. 2, p. 1000: "Abü Muharnm ad al-Ha san b. Müsä
al-Nawbakhti, Kitäb [ihi Madhiihib Firak Ahl al-Im äma (MS. aus dem Besitz von
A. G. Ellis Esq.)", It was Alexander George Ellis (d. 1941) who provided Ritter
with a copy of th is text and most likely of the entire codex.

F. 55a:1O-12
Colophon

ÜA J}11~I ÜA t:")\ ..l:l..Y\ f'J-:. lj..lyJ.\~1 tY...l.=.i ulW ..1\ul! .,;,;illl~üS ÜA t.J
.......,.fiJ~~j ÜA I~J ..1 \..lA1..:.. ;;,,:,~J l.>fo.:l) ;u... ÜA ~.J4-J\l.J~ ~
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Added in small handwriting, possibly by a different hand :

4.
F. 55b-87b
Abü al-Fath Muhamrnad b. 'All b. 'Uthrnän al-Kar äj ikl (d. 449/ 1057): Ma'din

al-jawähir wa-riy ädat al-khawätir .
This treatise containing Prophetical ahädith arranged in ten chapter s has been

edited by 'AlI Ridä Hi zär (Qum 1422/200 1) on the basis 01' three ma nuscr ipts , not
including the present one . On the text and its author see Dhari'a, vol. 21, p. 221-
222 , no. 4708; vol. 24, p. 130, no. 649 (Persian translation by 'Abbäs b. Muhamrnad
Rid ä b. AbI al-Qäsim al-Qummi, enti tled Nurhat al-naw äzir [i tarjamat ma'din
al -jawähiry; GAL (= Brockelmann, Carl , Gesch ichte der ara bischen Litte ratur 1-2,
Leiden 19432) , vol. 1,p. 434; GALS (= Brockelmann, Ca rl, Geschichte der arabis-
chen Litteratur , Supplementband 1-3, Leiden 1937-1942), vol. 1, p. 602; Kohlberg:
A Medieval Mu slim Scholar, passim.

F. 87b: 13-14
Colophon

F'.J:!~ Ü" t.ßJ.ue liJl W:. ~\ lj~~ \ lj:'~\ ~\ 0: .l.=.i .)W liJ\.)! ~\ <Üb

4..J~J ~) ;u.., Ü" .cl)'-1-...11 LJ~ ~ Ü" (~) ß:c J U":.L.~I

5.
F. 88a- 92a
Al -Shaykh al-Mufid: Kitäh al-nukatfimuqaddimät al -usül.
An edition ofthis kaliim treatise has been published by Sayyid Muhammad Rid ä

al-Husayni al-Jaläli on the basis of the codex described here and the following two
additional manuscripts: (1) a copy preserved in the librar y 01' Ayat Allah al-Sayyid
al-Hakim (Najaf) (MS 364/1 ) which was available to hirn in a microfilm copy owned
by the Dänishgäh Library in Tehran (MF 3343); (2) a copy preserved in the Rawdäti
Library in Isfahän, copied by al-Sayyid Muhamrnad al-Müsawi al-Isfahäni. For a
description 01' these two manuscripts, seeMu'jam al-turätli al-kaliimi; vol. 5, p. 419,
no. 12297. The edition was published in Tur äthun ä 30 -31 (1413/1993), p. 445-509,
and in vol. 10 01' Musannafät al-Shaykh al-Mufid, second Risäla (with separate
pagination). It is also available on the website of the Shabakat al-shi'a al-älamiyya
[hup://shiaweb.org/shia/aimufid/al-nekacfi_al-ao sal/ (consulted 09/10/2008)].

F. 92a:12-13
Colophon

~ 0" t.ß Ü:UAlLbl1.;JiJ ~.ub. ~.)c ö)UIJ~W\~.J liJ~IJ ~\.:iSJ1 r-:i
<J.a LBykJIJ c.sl) \~I f'J:.ue liJl W:. lj..l~I0: ~\ 0:.l.=.\.)W liJ\ ..l4c ß!I

4.,j~J ~) ;u.., Ü" LJ~~
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6.
H.92b-97b
Abu Ja'fa r al-Tüsi : Mas'alafi tahrim al-juqqä '
For the text cf. Dhari' u , vol. 20, p. 385 , no. 3560; H. T. Modarre ssi, An

Introducsion to snrt Law: A Bibliograph ical Study, London 1984, p. 200, where in
addition to our Bodleian manu scrip t three manu script copies are listed . This legal
tre atise has been published in al-Rasä'il al- iashr li-Shaykh al-sa'ifa al-im ämiyya
Abi Ja'far Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. 'All al-Tüsi (385-460), ed. Mu'assassa t al-
nashr al-islärni, Qum n.d., p. 253-266.

F. 97b:2-4
Colophon [partly illegible]

4.ic ...i:l1 lSc. ... 4.:,~.." (,~) 4..i..... .J~ JA~l [wt.....a...,.J~ JA] ...

7.
F. 97b: 5-98b
Brief creed ('aqida) by a certa in 'AGb. Tähir al-Sü ri . No person of thi s name

is mentioned in the Twelve r Shi'i biogr aphical literatu re. Ahrnad al-Husayni sug-
gests in his Taräjim al-rijäl i-Z,Qum 1414[/1993-1994], vol. 1, p. 372 , no. 679 that
the name as it appears in al-Awdi 's copy is probably an er ror for Abu 'An al-Hasa n
b. Tähir al-Süri (6th/12th centur y). It may, however, be the same person as the
author of item no. 13 (see below), viz. a certain al-Sharif al-Tähir. On hirn see
Äghä Buzurg al-Tihräni, Tabaq ät a'l äm al-shi'a, vol. 2/11, p. 59, 75. Ibn Tähir 's
views on the subject of muwäsa'a (in prayer) are said to have been refuted by Abu
al-Hasan 'An b. Mans ür b. AbI al-Saläh in the Ris älafi al-mudäyaqa tDhari'a,
vol. 21, p. 134, no. 4298 ). Of his writings, Qadii' huqüq al-ikhw än al-mu'minin
(see Dhari'a , vol. 17, p. 137-38, no. 713) has been ed ited by Härnid al-Khaffäf
(Mu'assasat äl al-bay t li-ihyä' al-turäth: Sil silat rnasädir Bihär al-anwär, 4. The
ed ition is available onl ine: www.rafed.net/books/akhlaq/h-moam/index.html
[cons ulted 10/12/2006]). The text of the [partly illegible] 'aqida is as folIows:

~)I~)\..:ul~

4...:..;!~ .J.lJ.." ... .j.Jy-o::JI ~Lb 0-!~~l LJC wlii r-~:t \ o~ r-\~:t l4.S).:,." o~

0.1~\...b.ll n .ui.."~
JA .lL:'i,J .ueLb~) y.ßIwlS ~W..:ul u .JC I~J wW";/\ w'J4\,J ~..:u \ 4.!.)"-" w\ ~I

:tJ y.:JL, :t.." o~L.:;.JL, [J,....:.'J I~ .J..fi.... ::tJ] :tJ o.J,Jy.:.:JL, u~ :t ~W ..:u1,J~
~.l=...J\ iY>1.JC'Jl j ~4'J\,J ~\~\ ~ w.A1 ßillj ßil\ y. ,-?i1\ pL, u~ ~ ~L,

tßj~ .J..lt! ~W y.,J ~~~ y.,J I+i~\ G..l:..A 4J 'w\ u.JC 1+i,J~ u.JC I ~!-!
:i..,;lj 'Jl~~~ ,Wh:. i.J..l1..3 .ufi.~..l~.JA ..r- ,.u-. Ja.ill ~lb";/ cJh:.,J o\..i,.., Ja.ill
) ...~:,'JIS ...C~~.ul ~i '.JIS,J..l,;..>" ,wlS.J.l.oJ\~~.J~ ' ... :t 1.4~ t"'L..,
ü:t ü .. ..liW .l.l :t L :t - ".11 L: . :t J..lC :t 1·- '1 [198].JA.." ~.Y.-':' . ,J....J:! ,J .....>". ,Jl.""""" ~ •.. •.. ,J~ J7'"' •• •

J.i! Llljl\ JA f'~ r-4".;'JI,J J..,)I uy:;.\ .u\,J r-LJ .ui,J~ ..:ul~ ..:ul JY".J~
~~i,J .1.JC..l~ <I.!~ ~W ..:ul wl.." ~~I f'.J:: ~) '.lL:'~ :t~I r-JL:.. l.A..lL:'j 0~I
4-! -:iß-. ~I wl~1 JA 'Y.F.." ~\ wißI y.,J ~~~~ J ..li (Y) w\~'..l,;
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~I r-kb)J ~\...-i 0:!-! <.J-o lJl t I..,ülJ l.....:...:J1~J t l.)jJl r-)\SJ ~I i..S~ Ji..wbWI
-.,jl-b cF\ <Y. .)c U:;1o:,...11 .):!Ai \..i~J w':/yo :i.....L.) ~J ~lE ß-J ~Ir-la..hll <.J-o .#11
~J.)c <Y.~J~\ <Y..)c J~IJ~' rAJ 0:'':/) <.J-o~~YIJ (')l..J1 "-;!k
I.p~...J\J ~\J~ <Y. .)cJ .)c <Y.~J \S""JA <Y. .)cJ~ l>! \S"" yoJ~ l>!
..ill JY"'.J~ o- ~w ..il\ L;l.:.. ~\ .ui ~J ~\~ ..ill wlJ.....:> ~1 <Y.~
W!) .u~ "-;!k ~..ill ~_:.3.-' tA~J ~L.'1' J:! J.\)I _~ ('~>rL.; "-;!k f'~
ö~WI;; ] ( : .c:.c:y .J . ;ts)-·I : -: .. Öl.:"l, : . .• : jJI \ ~ - i : jJ\-.:.J • -- iul ~ C:: ~ \ •.JY"" U.J"-' .) rAJ UY.>.U u~ LJ:! .>JA LJ:! .J -""".)J ~.J
.):!Ai yC öts)\.} r-Jw~ 1.3~ i~\ ü\ I~ w...J:!~) (':.i ['-:-l98] ü.l1 <.J-o~ r-J.J [55 :(5)
~ ..:..ui :.u~ r-)l..J\ "-;!k ~I ~ :.3.J r-LJ "-;!k iul~ ..,.JI-b cFi <Y. .)c ~:,...11

o':/JA~ o':/yo..::..üS <.J-o :r-)UI "-;!k .u~.J 'l.#~ ~ ':I .ul ':I) lS"""'yo <.J-o ü.J.JtA :U..J-k!
.0~ <.J-o ~\J .ui;,. <.J-o Jh.J 0\:.1L <.J-o :.ILJ °':/IJ o- JI J ~I ,.......L.)~~ ..::..üS <.J-o.J
) l:i.........:. I~) L.l! üL.L.) ül~ l.#~1 :(')l..J1 "-;!k.u~ ~IJ ~\~~\ ~:.3J
~ 0:'':/) <.J-o:i........::i.ll ~J ~1 ~ (')U\ "-;!k ~I I.-~ [J,....:.Yl '(") ..l.)J] :.3.J \..ih.;
cF~lJ "-;!k iu\~~\~ wh:. :Jl! "-;!k ..ill :i....o..:...) I.,?""}.9l\ üL.L olJ.)~ r-)U\
[~ J-!i~ <Y.~ Ö:.l... J-!i~ <y'I~ \~ ~I ü ) 'üL...Ly :JW ,oi:...!~ uJ4-~
~ ~ts:u....;.. o~J .~i~ .ilil~~l! ~t.:; o.l1J <.J-o 4..x......:i wi J-!i ('L.) <Y. ('L.J
ü:u~\.hll ~1.uiJ ~ w~ ~ iu\~J ... J iu ~\J .i.S~ L. ~:.i.u~J

.~~r-LJ

F. 98b
C~~oo _
~ (") o- cY:.l...~ .ili\ Uc ~I l.#:.....YI l.#:.~1 ~1 <y'..l.=.\ ~w iul ~l ~\~

;;..:,L-......,. \:u.... •. _I:.••I\·~• J~') .)-*"" i.J'" r--- i.J .J

8.
F. 99a-lOOb
Fatwä by Najm al-Din Abü al-Qäsim Ja'far b. Sa'Id ("al-MuJ:1aqq iq al-Hilli",

d. 676/1277) concerning the status of one who upholds the doctrine that the non-
existent ima'dünit is a stable tthiibit, haqq) thing. Najm al-Din rejects the doctrine
but does not charge the holder of it with unbelief (kufr) or grave sin (fusüq) 62.
According to the editor's introduction to Ja'far b. al-Hasan Muhaqqiq al-Hilli's al-
Maslak fi us ül al-din wa-talthi al-risäla al-miiti'iyya, ed. Ridä Ustädi, Mashhad
1373/1994, p. 18, no. 15, another manuscript of this fatwä is preserved in one
of the private libraries of Isfahan irisiila .n 'adam kufr mall i'taqada bi-ithbät
al-ma'düm lam yu{ba' ba 'd wa-Iluskha l1lillhä mOlvjiida jf maktabat a(zad a'läm
I~bahäl1 dämat ayyämuhä). It is 1ikely that the copy of the majmü'a preserved in
the Raw9ätilibrary is intended here (see above 11. 59) .

62. Äghä Buzurg erroneolls1y ascribed this fatwä to a1-Mu~aqqiq al-Karaki (d. 940{1534). See
Dharf'a, vol. 5, p. 182. no. 799 (jawäb s/I'äl 'all ithbät al-lIla 'd17I1l); vol. 10, p. 192-193, no. 480 (al-
Radd 'alä j awäb al-MI/?wqqiq al -Karakf). Sec also Äghä Buzurg al-Tihräni, Tabaqät a'läm al-shf 'a,
vol. 4111 (al-qam al-'äshir) , p. 69. Thc mistake is repeatcd in MI/ 'jam al-tl/räth al-kalämf, vol. 2,
p. 456-457, no. 4605 (jawäb al-w 'äIF ithbiit al-ma'dlim).

388

Postprint von: Schmidtke — The doctrinal views of the Banū al-ʿAwd (early 8th/14th century). 
In: Le shīʿisme imāmite Quarante ans après, eds. Amir-Moezzi, Bar-Asher & Hopkins (2009). 373–396. 

https://doi.org/10.1484/M.BEHE-EB.5.100146

16



The doctrinal views ofthe Banü al- 'Awd

9.
F. lOOb-104a
Counter-fatwä by Sharaf a l-Din al-Husay n al-Awdi, wr itte n agains t the fa twä

by al-Muhaqqiq al-Hilli. He insi sts th at the doc trine const itutes unbelief and that
its holder must not be given alm s (zakät). Composed apparently after the lifetime
of al-Muhaqqiq al-Hilli, who is referr ed to with the addition of rahimahu Allah
(f. 1OIa:3)

Bothfatwäs have been edited by H. T. Modarressi on the basis of the present
manu script: "Mufäwada-i dar mas'ala-yi shay'iyyat-i ma'düm", Jashn-niima-yi
Ustiidh Javäd Muslih, ed . Burhän Ibn Yüsuf, Los Angeles 1372/1993, p. 131-146.
His edition of the text has been reproduced repeatedly: in Mishkiit 35 (summer
1371/1992), p. 186-197, in Tärikh ufarha ng-i mu' äsir 8 (1372/[1993]), p. 82-91, and
in M frälh-i isliim i-yi [rän [Islam ic Heritage of Iran], ed. Rasül Ja'fa riyän, vol. 1,
Qum 1373/[19941 , p. 157-174.

10.
F. 104b:I -11
Excerpt from a work of al-Kulayni [on lmv~l ld] : mimm ä rawayniihu min kit äb

al-Kulayn i (cf. Muharnrnad b. Ya'qüb al-Kulayni, al-Käji 1-8, ed. 'An Akbar
al-Ghafäri, n.p. 1388 [/1968- 1969]3), vol. I, p. 105, no. 3:

~ :Jl! ~j c»~ ue ~.Y. l.H J;cL.....j l.H~ ue ~yj l.H~ ue u-=JI l.H~
;G.JJi: ~ \~, ~~-' '''~ ~ ,,~\11 y,l9 ..1~' :.)c ~ts ~ji11 ue <üL.I L...::.)I ~j

\..l.:>.jiA , ,,\"':;' '-4 ,,\"':;' i,~ 't\~'JI \ c:~)(!W 'JI -, t l"-p-'JI I J,l::..&,,~ L>-" 'JI ,.u.&..-,
'JI-, .J~\1\ 4.S..J.ii 'JI-, ('\A-,\1 \~ 'JI-, J,.,wl~ 'JI '~J:'.J ~-,.u.&.. .J4-bil .ill~

~I ,ü\.i...::JI ~).•~ a..,;! ~-' .J~\11 .w-,~ wlS-, U~I .w-,~ üj.;.c , )~ 4..:~
- . - . , :i... • . ' - - . -- \ l..:...:.. .'-l>L.l-' 0.J~ ~ L...A....<:l-'-' _-'.J~ '-A.JC ' .J~ y....~ ...>-'-"-" -' Y~ Y. ~

o..l.:>..s..1 ~\-, ~ ..)k:i..J\~I ..11 Yl <üj 'JI !~ ~

11.
F. 105a-107b
Creed by Sharaf al-Din Ab ü 'Abd All äh al-Husayn b. Abi al-Qäsim b. al-Husayn

b. al -Awdi. No othe r manuscript of thi s work is known . The text of the creed is as
folIows:

..11~ J:'i L,y.l.!\ wy:;.:i..A)W1 J,.,\S1\ ~Lill r-lWI('Loil l~\~~)\ ~)'liJl F
..we liJI W:. c.;~yJl l.H~I l.H r""W\ (,?'i ll.H~\

~j);.ilL, 'JI j-wjL"~j ~y, 'JI-, ,~I JY""i~ o~ Y..P.-) 4'-,~w liJ l ~jL"
('4\1\-, y\1-r.JI .) ü.§..: .ßI-, '.fiil\ .JA );.ill-, .4..: 'JIj~I)\ ~ r-l i, Y..P.-) .J=ü11
J.ö..= r-l Los "..::.d..rJ1 L>-" ..,b.:i 'JI ~\1 '~..l.:>.A ('4\11-, .u.J-'~ w.:..:i J:...ii 'JI~\ ,...>~I .JC \11-,
~Ul-, ,~L:iS.\ \ -, "Li,J1S 0.J-,y-<:JL,~..l.:>.A~ ) ~th.,: ~~ JS-, , <\li.., ~..l.:>.A ~ ~..l.:>..J \ Y'"

.~l ~~Iy>J I "\.+i.i'JI (":!~.u....k ~

o.Jp-' ('~iI\ tj) r-llc ~W.JA-, ,jl-r.JI~-'~~~' tj) i .J~l! ü.§..: üi~-,
~-' .('-,kAlI L>-" ~I t..,!-, 4..lb:i....'JI ~..P.-.JA .JA-, ,Wlc \ .J~l! <\..ifi ü~ (,?""".JA-, ,.u,.,
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a...iA4J~ ;iJ6..:i...., \I:(;~ uL...J \lJ ,-u.... ut:i I"':l-l! u)I.h,J ~J! uL...J \I~w~1 o~

~~ Wk. 4:Jfiü~~~ ü\.S.~.lAll -cl.J.lA ~J ,4J~ UJ..l LJ-" oyC LJ-" )
~J.)c a...iA Jd11 t~) o.J\.S.J ~.>" ~J [Y105] , ül~IJ ük.~\J üLa.,k-JI
LJ-" ~J.J~ ~bl) ~ \11 ufiJ \l4l:J1 u'l ,~ ~J ,...:..l!J UJ..l...:..l!J ~J ~J UJ..l
lJe ~~ ~J '~ ~l u4-l:i.:..... uL...::.y I.....\J ) ..9,jJIJ ö~1 t"!lji LJ-" I.....\J ~'lIJ ö:ill\ t"!\ji
4) i.JAY!" u~ LJ\ j.r."':! \lJ'~ 4-& Jl ~ti.J\ ;iJb:i...,\I ~jyl ~~ \lJ ,~j
~ -cl.J~ \l 4-i'l ,(,)"lyJI LJ-" ~<.A -cl.J~ LJ\ j.r."':! \lJ ,~I4-:iJ.l:l.J 4...oJ!ü~ t.....,y )
.)c ö..l.ilj~ \lJ ~L. dj~J .~~ o- ~~ ~J ,t.....,y J I Iyll y!" --"4 LJ\.S. La \11
LJ-" :i..,.jL...J1L.o~.J ~ Jd1\ t~J ;iJb:i.....'i ~IJ ~J .''fm .)c J;.!..l :i.....l.!! ;iJ6..:i....,'i oU-fij La
~ ~J ' [1:(112) U""')\.;.)'\ ö.Jy""] (:l;.\ lil\~ J9) ~w dj~J ,~j LJ-".;si) LJ:;fi1
~w .u~J , ;iJ~1 ül.J"""''llJ wJ~\ LJ-" Wly ~'l ,~~ o\..A)\,SJ a...iA r)\.S.JI f:.,9)
.J..ll.! ~J ,[2: (2 1) ~ L;,u'll ö.Jy""] (0~ ~J ;~I Yl ~~~j LJ-" j,j LJ-"~~ L.)
'iJ~ 'i ~J .u, .JJ!\4:J'lJ '.J "..l.9..JI ~\..jj,.., yC ül:ill.J..llilIJ ,.(iljJ .J..lti 4:J'l ,~I ..)c.

~J 'i~ .l..:>.,-!iJ A...! .>"iJ "..k.! La~ I~ ~ ,.ue. o~ J~ 4.A1J 4..i Y"~ 'i J o~..>.!

.~~I 0Y!"J LJ-"
ö.lw:i.. .& La lilwi .. ...! ..c , , I ,- 'i [\106] 4:J'l , ' .. . . \ .. : _ .ilil, 'i~ s ., :11.T" 4.,? u~ u ~ '1!-:'Y!"J U"~ _ .:r:-'" J
lill~..>"-'" LJ'l '~.JJ~~ JßlI~ 'i J 'C~ u-ll yy...~.~ LaJ..lU ~l yy...
'i llil~~ rJ! J,...:.'l\ LJ-" (.5~ \ LJ~ 'i tßlIJ '4-:1c t-ß \~J '~.JJ~ LJfiJ 'i ~w
~J ,~w "..k.! LJ-" 4:J'l ,~~IJ.~lJe ~Y!"J ~ ~J ~jJ ~\~.,s ~'-!

FJ djiJ~ lill~.l.=.A 4ü öJ:Ü.)c J;.!..l.llJ ,L......., ~IJJ Süc .;4-~J c::1~ t"!u
~JJ , o~ ..)c. ~ La.. oyCJ~\ J)lI .u\~J'~ ü\~1 .J~J ö."ull oJk...l1
ybJIJ ßilIJ ~I ~ ö..l.iljll :i.:...~\..)c. ~.J..l! ~ yy.ll A...! (.5~ 4:Ji J)ll j~l

lJe J~ 'i J9W1J , ~La ..l.l l ~J YJyJI ~l ~ 1)..ll:.J ..u..:..)."..4 lJe IJy....! ~IJ
~ ,~ LJfiJWj\.S. 4-i'l ~.Jk..Jl wJijJ u":".JjC )J ,.ue.~ 'i! ~'ll ~l ~'l l
~L.......:.JI""""":; tbJ1 . ' .. - ~11 -\.i..,;;,.;1 '> , 'l1 ü\ '.- - .1I 'k..J .\ 4:J\ t.ü.lc. . t~ '.~ .\(; - , J ' lJ:!-l""J.r"" e,j (.)-'o".? ~ J .U""'.J ' I ~ 1
LJfi ül~1 o~ ~IJ ~I rL...b.l\ LJ-" pi ~I rlLblJ ~~I tY-:: LJ-" ~Wl tl,UJJ
pIJ~~'lJ'~..)c. ül~1 .J~ 4JS ...,.....,k..JI lJer~~J ,ijilji.o~
~.l:l.\ ,0,;bß.! Süc ~IJ (~) 4......I.:.)IJ a...iA~I t.,9J .l.ic .u.,9 JJß lJe [y106]
~~.J~ LJ\.S.~ (,)"lil\ LJI J;.!.l.!~\ (~) ü~~'11~\ lJe :i......-,JI t \.S:i)
rLa)' IJ , ö.JJ~ r~ I~J ,~I..lL..il1 lJeJy.J1C~I ~l 1.".l\.S. (~) ..l,;l\~w~

w~ J"ill u-l) ~..l~ ~jJ ,~1 rLa)u-l) <:::lhl ~jS c:ß.= ~ ) 4:J'l ,La~ LJ~ LJ\ Y-?-:l
.)c J~II"':l.li:i~ lAY"~ JL.5J\ ü~ ~JL:.. LJ~ j-Ji Y-?-:lJ ,Jh-., ~J ~ ~4-i 'i
.)c A J Iy ~\ r)W 'il~.~ LJ..4.! ~\ r.Al~~~LJ~ LJ\ Y-?-:lJ ,J.,..oI.i\I
J~~u. -.r.\ lY.~ .dji .)cJ~ ~I~~I ~ ~La)' IJ .<lj..l.....:>.)c J~~ .~
: -: ' - ÖL.:JI : '-' , jJ\ \ ~ - i : d\ -.i.J , - - lill ~ c:: : , - WI) 'w dj - lill ' <I..l.b. .. - '.11UyY-J u~ c...8 >'-'" U:! J y"".JJ ~J . es' J9-! l.JoA _ l..>""'"'"'

t4l-: rJL.J1~~ ~ üly ~'1 \ o~J ' [55 :(5) ö..l.iW\ ö.Jy""] (2.J.;slj ~J itS)I
J~J ,).lI1 rY- ylji.!,-! J~I ~\ ~I~ FJ .uiJ~ lill~~I ~J ,:i.....'l l
LJ-" LJJ.JlA JjI.l...~ LJ-"J '~..lL! ~'i 4:J\ 'i l es"'"Y' LJ-" LJJ.JlA ;iJ~~ ü l :.u~\
rJL.J1~~I •..l.lJ~ ~ rLa)'IJ .o'iY'~ . \lY'~ LJ-" A~J ,:i.....La)'1 es""'Y'
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',?b1J.u~ [I I 07] (")LJI4:;1c~\~i~J "-:;1c~I ~J 4.:il9.J~ "-:;1c -,-:!-! \~
.lÖc "-:;1c (Y) ~i (..,~ ~I e..F--i~I ~ ("L..';/I.J .\.ih.i ) l:i........:. \~ J\ L..t.! üL..L..) ül~
CY. ("L..) \~ ',?.l!J :.u.Ä> "-:;1c~I ~I ~J ,4:;1c ~\ ue .J..,siJl~, I~J ,4.:il9J
~J ,•.l!J Ü'"~\ ;L.L..j~ J!1~ ~ I~J .~t.! ~t.:i~ W i.J:li ("L..)..F--i ("L..)
JßJ ,oG-oL..)~ J!1~ ~I •.l!J~ ~ .l.:>.IJ JS ~J ' r-A "L....\~ ',?.JI....:,j'l1..>:4-
u1 üb.J.lAA ü)4.=..~~I..;yc.J..3I1 yt.:iS ,~I~~ :FJ .ulJ "-:;1c ..31\~~1

J~ Jjt.!J '.J~'JL: ;L.L..';/I~J~ Jjt.! ,~t.! L»! ;L.'lIJ .(,)oOyJl~ b.J:1~ \!.ßi:;
~ _:ll ~w J-~'l9 .,'1 ' ;;......:81 ·i J\! i:.o..i.Il ~w J\! ' . IC ,~I . ~_ :lwu--wJ . Y' . Y. (j u J . U"~J J~.

~~IJ (..,i:a..i.ll )+ic l Y-""'J~ j§J ,t4';/1 ~...::.Jt:i Jß .,"Jy. .J:1C W 'll ÜIJ
~J '("~ y,J W Ü'" !+J'l ,~ ("L..';/I~J .;L.'ll ue ~I c::ft 'J)J ~L..H JßlI
,~~ "J -u'l ,..31 \ Ü'" üA! ü l ,;.4- '1 .L>'1iI1Ü'" ) .u.. ) ..311 Ü'"~ üßl ül L..)~
~~\ ~ wpJl4-:!3 ~\J L>'1iI1 Ü'" üßl üi '1) 0:Y ~ ,~I ~\.~.u.. "JJ

.y \~ 09y>1\ ..3IIJ ,~wpJ\ JIj

.Ü:1yl>lb1\ .uiJ~\...i~ ~ 4.:i1)......:..J L»JW\ Y.J..3I ~IJ w...:;

12.

F. 107b
Mas'ala min kal äm al-Sliaykh al-Mufid
This text , which deals with the issue of God's being willing, has been ed ited

on the basis of the single manuseript deseribed here in Musannafät al-Shaykh
al-Mufid, vol. 10, treatise no. 4 (with separate pagination). It is included in
al-Mu'jant al-i'tiqädf (eleetronie resource):Mazid min al-nus üs]i tafsir ~ifät Alläh
ta'alii min masädir madhhabin ä wa-madhiihib al-mukhüli fin ,Marka z al-mustafä
(s), p. 110. It is possible that the passage is a paraphrase of a similar sect ion included
in al-Karäjiki's Kanz al-fawä 'id (vol. 1,p. 79-81) which is not ascribed to al-Mufid,
though it precedes a section (fa ,yl) entitled Min kaläm shaykhinii al-Mufid radiva
All ähu 'anhu fl al-iräda (starting on p. 81; the text of Kan; al-faw ä'id [vol. 1,
p. 78-85] is quoted in Musannafät al-Shaykh al-Mufid by the editor as a takmila
to Mas'ala min kaläm al-Shaykli al-Muftdi. The authenticity of the text as a state-
ment by al-Shaykh al-Mufid is uneertain since it relies exclusively on the evidence
of the Bodleian codex. The text of the note is as folIows:

.uc ..311 . J.JWI ~ .~,l\ )lS.' 4..l~
~.J - c..-::- (" (JA

i~Y' üA! ü l j~ 'JJ ,o~\.JH ) ~ i~Y' üßl ü i .~ ~W [~'l\ ,,~] ~ "J
~.J;! 'J -u\~ J!1.l!1 j..l j§J ,~IJ~ i~Y' üßl ül~).cl.I~ütS) -u'l ,~
üßi ü l Ü'" [J...:.'ll dyh.:i] yh.:i 'J !+J'l " ~\ .JH i..l,;Y' üßl ü l j~ 'J.J .~ 'JJ ~\
.l...&.. •..;,;i.l~J:1 '1J .,~~ eJ~I ü'l ,LJ-lL<> üßi ü i j~ 'JJ ,LJ-lL<> J\ ~..l-"",JA
.~W (':l..li\.l 41'1.....:;~~ ~j§ ü.itS ü~ ,~~ Ji ~j§ üßi ü i J=...:: rJ ~~-""'JA ü.itS ü )J
,~j§ '..l\.JH i..l,;Y' ütS )! ~IJ ..cl.I~ ~~\ JiW~ 'ü~4-:1 IJ üb\y.JI .cl.I~J
,:(;~ '~I.JH i~Y'~ üßl ül 'J) 0:Y~ ,~IJA.) wß~ j§ 4..l..l~ wb\yJ\ ("j§~)

391

Postprint von: Schmidtke — The doctrinal views of the Banū al-ʿAwd (early 8th/14th century). 
In: Le shīʿisme imāmite Quarante ans après, eds. Amir-Moezzi, Bar-Asher & Hopkins (2009). 373–396. 

https://doi.org/10.1484/M.BEHE-EB.5.100146

19



Sabine Schmidtke

4J ~ ':/J ,~~ f'ßl ':/ u-<:.1.)C \1IJ 'u-<:..)C~~ 'ö..lI.Ji/' ..::..wlS.~ lJ-o Jb~ I~J

~.)w 'Ü~ JbAJ ' 0.;:':- J\ ~ ü fi= ü l lJ-o o~ ~ [~\1\ ,J.;.:i] J.:...; ~J 'JbA lJ-o
t.J'?'.J Y.J'?'Y 0.;:':- ~ J,:...:i:G~ 'ö..ll)..) \..l:1.Y' ü fi= ü1j..?-:! ':/J .4..A..li\ L..~\.)C \1 1 lJ-o "'~
~~.J'?'JJ '4-! i..l:1.Y' ) w ü fi=J ~.)) ~'.J~ üfi= ü lM ':/) ,J.:..JI•.))~
':/ Ij~ ..l:1.Y' 'Ülwji! ,w':/~I .)J '-?~);l J~~ L.. wl+l)J , J~ .;:':-~~ ':/

.~lr~ J,..lli ,:i .J."
F. 107b:17
Colophon

.&I.)J ..;:ii11 ..l,UJ14ik 0:uAl I.b..lI .uIJ .lA.:i..A w~ .)c oGl~J o.l..:>.J.& ~IJ :uWI w..:i
<Üc. .&I W::. .):J\ cY.~I cY. .l.=.\ .)W

13.
F. 108a-b
Al-Mas 'ala li-Siniin wa-l-jaw äb Ii-l-Sharifal-Täh ir
The title 01' the responsum is indic ated on the upper margin 01' 1'. 108a, pos-

sibly added by a different hand. The identity 01' Sinän is uncertain, while the
add ressee is presumably identical with the above-mentioned 'An b. Tähir al-Süri
(see item no. 7). The text of the respon sum on the worsh ip of God is as folIows:

t?".J1~.J\ .&\~
.ill~IJ ~':/I..l.)c lJ-oJ '~ L... JiSi Jp.ill~':/I ~ lJ-o.&1 ~ lJ-o :~ ~L.:uL..o

'<I..,!J"":l GI&. 4..1 J,...;... .ill~~ 'Ül JIj lJ-oJ ' f'..lc .)c Jt.:...1.ill <I.!yY~ LJA~ LJAJ ,-cly:;.1
~'ö..l~ lJ-o..l-i ':/J ~I u-JJ ~I~ ,0..l.J'?'J ~.ill-ül.:.. ue e::)"='. 'ÜI JIj lJ-oJ

~':/\ ':/J ,~':/ I ':/ ''Ü~~I JA oG..l~ UlS.JI.)c~'-?~I uJ :~jil l .&~J yl.r.J1
,4..1~ lJ-o .;:':- .)J 4J~..i'~\ .;:':- JAJ ~':/\ 'ö..l~ j l ,<I.!yY '1 LJA ':/J ,~IJ

JA '-?~I ~':/IJ.u ~ '-?~\ ~':/\ -r~ 'ö.l~J ..oß~ Ji -cllj Je.\.!Jp ~~ ':/J
,0ßJ 4b\.! Jr....)c :UI..l uyY ':/ lJ-o 'ö..l4cJ A~I L..~ [~\1\ "~J] I~ '0.;:':-
f'4\1\~~ ~J.u!..J"A ~\ f'..Au ,oG..l4c~'-?~\ ~ 'Ü~~I ü1'1) 0!:1~
-cl.J.l.J\ '~.l:\11 ~ -clljS Jlj! ':/ :i..:l j \11 ~ oGl j~ LJA <I..,!lc ~ W ..l.J'?'yJ\ ~\ ~~\ .J..l\il\
':/J ..w~\ o~ .)c ojjlj.u~ ':/ r.S~1 o).sJI ..l:1yJI ,w \.!':l l LJA "'~ "'-:~~ 'Üfl

. 0 . . ..

4.9.)C\.! ,oGlj f'.l9 ~ 4..1 ~li ':/J .. :i.......t.:... <\.S.J..lJ '1J :i...;..t.:... <I..,!lc j..?-:! ':/J wli.l..:>...JI LJA l:y..::.~
.-Ge. \.b .)~IJ

.)) ~.u~:ut.:... ü L...:Ji/ I .)c o..l~1lJ"4\1\ ~ ~Y=u Ij) :\.ili ,u .)Ci ...4 :~ ü l
,\.j.;:':- 4=i~ ü l u..Jc ~.J;!..\i:j ~J '~..l~ ~~ 0.- 4J ..l-i ':/ 'ÜI~ ,OGJAJ ~:ut.:...
~J ,.u..~I J,...i11~~ d U y.:;J .\.J..llj 'Ü~ .)c -cll..l:l .u.. J,...i1\~J
J ' . l w :i..w...J \1'w~lo\·1 IWA.!th:i.......I ·t•. i..l h:...'Ü .<-:..w.u '..~~ -II' -~.J;! ("" _ ..J ~ 4S" ~J .J'?'JA _ J-' . ~ L»'
.)) J I oGlj ..l..?-" .)) ~..llii.......1 ü lS. Ij)J '0.;:':- 4..1 ~..l~ ) ~\.A>..l~ [y108] ü l.:iJb:i......':/
ü li f':l .l9 "'-: Jl:,.,y l...) Jl:,.,y f':l..li\\~IJ '0yr:.. ~ <\.SJ.~ w ljjl ..l..?-" ü~ Jl:,.,y f':l.l9~
~ '-fiiAo~J~, J-"""""""J ,oGlj~ LJA:i..:lj \11 .) <I..,!lc ~ L...)) ~..ltli...: , ~

tlli)J -cl~1 ..l.J'?'J 1.A ts.J..l..o 'Ü.f14,:... ~I ü~ ",w.:i!IJ '~.l.8 ' ~ 4-:!k Jlj! '1 .u1
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.ft\~.J U.J':>"'7.J~ 4.lwi t~.J-! ,Ls..)..l.o <Gfi~.ill~ <G~<Gfi.J ,":"IJ':!I.J ~lyJ\
~..;-b.ll ("::.c.J ".A»,S <\..lß.~ J .l;l y.,,\.j <\..lß. ü ~.J ,1.l;lYO <\..lß. U\A'y' -sftl (J.J':> JL:.. ~.J
~ ui~<\..l~ ......:,§.J ,.)W4.l4.J~ [J.,.:,':l \ ,~] ~.ill~~ c.lllj 4.i.....:, üL,:;}.))
[J.,.:,':lI ,I . ..\..ill\...,] ' ,. ,.\..ill\..., ,.1 . - I 4.c\..ill1 -._. ~,,"\..ill\"" ,d.:i.l:o...JI· l.:u..;,"(j-' •.J ~ . J .J~ .J ~ _ ...J (..JA _

("4':l~~ J~\ ~\.).:>;!I ~ J,~ 'i i, wL,:;j J.?- ("~~.J ,~L:..~

w~ -s-*\ c::..;-bIJ -s~\ ylb Ü'" J.,\.:; cill~ J.,l:i! (".:,i\I.} [~.J].)W <GI.J ~1.JC ':lI.J

J~ t".Jl '-:-l1~1 ~:u....;J1 .~ J~ t".J .<G~ [J.,.:,':ll ,<Gy .:') ] <GyjJ .:>~I

Ü"'.J '''-:!~ \.jts....u ~..li3 <Üb. ~ <\..li J\.! Ü'" :.ill~ LJe- [J.,.:,':l l ,:u....;J\.~ ~ '-:-l\~1

t" <G~<GJ :(")l..J1~ ~yJl ~i J~ ~\ J.,\.:; '.':>.?-.J ~..li3 <Üb. LJe- 1:.)G..<Gi Jl!
,,"~':ll.} ~.)w <G) :(")l..J\~ .u~.J ,~l~ 'i ""~ JS [J.J]J ~.J~ 'i ""~ JS
.Jhl.J .[ 122~ 21: ,w.J.J:!'! , .~ ~~ ' 1-4 :\c)4l\~] 1:.)~ ~ 'i.J ~Iy'

'i . \ J.wl ,~-- 'i . i .:,,=. .~ I I . )l..JI 4..J1c . . '. . 11 \ J\.! ..li3 ,<I A'~~ I~ -- .ii,) J YJ i,) _"... .(" _ i..J:!-'A-",,", ~ -r-.J YJ i,) .J

~W\ '-:-l')..iJ .l.=J1.J '-:-l1."....,Jl J3yJl..iJIJ ' '-:-l l~l .} ~\.S ~.~ ,~

14.
F. 109a-112b:1O
Hasan b. Yüsuf b. al-Mutahhar al-Hil li: al-B äb at-hadt 'ashar fimä yaj ibu 'alä

'iintmat al-mukallafin min ma 'rifat us ül al-din
The author added this short treatise as the eleventh chapter to his Minhiij

al-saläh fi ikhti sär al-misbäh. It was completed on 11 Dhü al-Hijja 723/11th
December 1323. For manuscripts, commentaries , translations and editions of th is
popular kal äm text see Schmidtke, The Theology 0/ al- A ll äma al-Hilli, p. 80 -81,
no. 36; al-Sayyid 'Abd al-Aziz Tab ätabä 'i, Maktabat al-Alläma al-Hilli, Qum
1416l11996], p. 65-71, no. 25; Mu'jatn al-turäth al-kalämi, vol. 2, p. 7-10, no. 2527;
Dhari'a, vol. 3, p. 5-7, no. 4.

f. 112b:II-13
Colophon

J4 r-lW\ ("Lo;!1 ~l ~\.:; '-:-l1."....,Jl ~yJI ..iJ\.J '-:-l41\ I~.} .IJß~ L. y.,\ I~ l.4.J ...
..iJ\ i.Y'.:,§~~ Ü'" w.lii 4Jj J.1! .)W ..iJ\ ~.) ~I~I u: w......J:l u:~ 0:!.:,1\

... <l..:::..J.J

~\ .J4J<l..ic ..iJ11..ic .):Jl -s~':ll -s.:>yJl~I u: ..l.o.:l..i .)W..iJI .))~\ ~\~,. " _ .. ..
~ ~.J l.l.ol:.. ;i.,:,~J u.1-'-U\J ~1:u....., J~ Ü'" ~\ I.#~ ~ Ü'" 0:!~\J -:.Jt.:i.l\

r-.:i 0:!y\1hI1 4.l\.J 4.lY"'')

15.

F. 113a-119b
Shihäb al-Din Isrnä 'Il al-Awdi: versified theologic al treatise (napn) _
A second manuscri pt of this text, copied by Muhamrnad b. Zayn al-Abidin

Müsawi on 12 Muharrarn 1282/6th June 1865, is preserved in a collective manus-
cr ipt owned by the Ayat Al läh Mar'ashi Najafi Library in Qum (MS Mar'ashi
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2754). One of the ed itors, Ya'qüb Ja'fari, suggests that this later eopy was made
frorn OUf Bodleian Library manuscript (Introduction, p. 24). The text has been
edited twice on the basis of the two known manuscripts, onee by Ya'qüb Ja'fari
("Urjüza f1 al-kalärn" , Kat äm 4 [1371/1993], p. 20 -38), and aga in by Muharnmad
R idä Ansäri Qummi ("Urjüza fi sharh al-yäqüt f1 'ilm al-kalärn",MTrath-i isliimi-yi
[r än {lslamic Heritage 01Iran}, ed . Rasül Ja'fariyän, vol. 8, Qum 1377/1998, p. 513-
533). Ne ither of the editors eonsulted a third rnanuscript of the text , pre served in
the Library of the University of Tehran (see Mu 'ja tn al-tl/rat" al-kalämi, vol. I,
p. 221-22 , no. 742).

F. 119b:16, eontinued in the margin
Co lophon

0! .l.=.l] ~W .&\ .)) ~\ <\..ik 0.!..>AlhI\ <I.1iJ~ uk .u\~J o..l.:>.J .& .l.<>:JIJ ..::.:...:i

:i..:,~J ~)J -.5 ..l.:>.!;u.., .J~ Ü'" ~\ <.,? ~ ~ Ü'" 0.!~J l>"'~WI [ <.,? ~yJ\ ~I
'W'&I "t..:. · I ...... .c 4i... \.. '- ~ ': .& \ . . I<.s' U . ..rJ .~ ~

,' ,.... , 0 0~I~~j&Jl ~I~ ~~

16.
F. 120a -121a
Ahrnad b. al-Husayn al-Awdi : Wa,siyya
No other manusc ript of the text is know n.

0.:..>AlhIl <I.1iJ~li~~ .& I ~J~)\ ~)\.&\ ~

F WI -r-' 0!~I 0! .l.=.1"'-!.J~ .)! CIb...JI~W .&1 ~! ~I ~I "'-!~) L. \~
:~I -.5J....;~\ -.5 ~yJ\ 0!~\ 0!

~uy.1o)~~J ~W .&I ~ ......J~ ..J:;=>. "'-! .& I -,,~ ;~J ~~~ "-:1~ ~ rJ! dJ!
.~~ [J..,.:,~ \ ,L..A ..l.:>.i] L..A1..l.:>.) 'L»i~~ "llillJ .JJ.;il~ u y.1o )~ Ü'" ~Jy..J "ü,J~

~.l9 ;~Y."..JA 4.. Wt&. ;.J~1j dJfi Y' J ,.u\~~u~ ~ßW\ o..l.:>.J .&\ ;/) <1.1) ;/ (,)

~I ~;/~ J jc dJiJ ,~jSJ i~Y' ~u\~IJ uk.~~ rJk. <.,?i ,;~~
,.ub Y."..JA Y ......... Ü'" ,,~~I CJC .ul~ 1+.!j..iJ ~I}~ J)\.:,,)'\ Ü'" ol~ -.5y::..: L.;/J- ",. ..
.• ;1.:. WJ.lS:iIl UhI W1,.",I .·. ,.", i ,~ ... 11 lit....=.\ .u...&.. L.:il ~ I-, 1\UlS dJi
~J , r , . -;j-'J, 'Y' J J~. .J r ~ J
~J ,~ "I~;/I ~ ;/ ~\ '-:-l'>JI Y'J e;9li.J1J~)'~I Y' J~~.;il
1 -~~ dJi ,• .~.i :i...c. .>11 u.J\S:i11 . I. ·tiiJ ...nc .11 )\cl :i..&JI L.:il ,,\.ujYI
~. ~ J . , ~ _ U::"-"".~ r .J r ,.
~l o~~ ~ dJ~ .&\ ['-:-l120] JY"'.J .. . '-;-l1b..J\ ~ 0! .&1~ 0!~ <I.1iJ "-:;lc .&\
... u~\}\ Ü'" 4-,> J,.....1IJ ~~ rYi1\ (,)J ,~"L)\ Ü'" ok.~1 W~..l......:>:i 0.J#-J rjI.ßJlS
C":'4i!1 y ......... Ü'" r~ <I.1iJ "-:;lc .&\~~I ÜiJ ,.uc.Lb rW1 4-,> J)\':")'I j..?-:! ;/ ~I
~ <I.1iJ "-:;lc .&1~~I ÜiJ ,o..)#-J ,,\~~I JI..:....) tA.~~-u .~\ Jßy4S1IJ y~1

";:;1ji.J\ c...~~ +] '-;-llLb ~i 0!~ Y'J.u,.~ WJJ ~ßJ [J..,.:,~ \ ,~I..:..] ll:.!1..:.. o~
~~~ ~IJ '( 3/61) C~s...:9,jiJ u...iiiJ ) ~W <I.1"il~i dJ~J r )l.J1"-:;lc ~I Ü'"
~ dJw,j :rJci] rJcl dJ~J ~ rSL...<:.!\ r )L...J\."-:;lc .u"ilJ ~l~~\ <.,?JI..u..t.J [J..,.:,~l

,~\ o~J o~ Ü'" ~ '~ß~ "i 4j~~\J t.:iJ:i 4i~ 1 ~ 0.J#- Ü'" ~)J [J..,.:,~ \ J:...tA.
~~ '~ 0!r..s""..JA ~ '~0!~~ '~0!~~ ,~I 0!~~ '~\~
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'-,-l=>-L...."~I tY.~~ '.)c tY.~\ ~,~ tY..)c ~ '.)c tY.~~ 'u-'"'Y' c»
J\j.w>J ,~ wyJl ,,) ~iJ ..u ~L..J\ 4J..lYL,.J 4b.~ .)c. J,>L~ u-=i-! r)LJ1~ 0l.o)\
J,,~ yt.....:...l\ 0 iJ '.J~\.} ÜA~ iill 0\J '~ .J~\J'~ ~I.} PJ.fi:u.
4-! J..ll.....:J1~\ ~i ..l!J ,~tS....)! '-,iiSJ\ .J:!\.1:;J (J~I J\..hj!J ,~i.JI...»JIJ ..bly-aJ1
~\ ÜA~ n y ß l.oJ ~1 0iJ [il21] yt.W'J ylJiJ' ~m ÜAJ 4-! w\jic~l ~
''-?~ ÜAJ Jp.)'1yL~) "-!J ,.)W..tl ~i \~ ... l.ol.ol..9,~ 4-!lk.J .JUlIJ'~

, ~I ~\.iliL,.~! o~ ~J JY" ~J
o~ i.J:!..l11 r~.)! ~FJ i.J:!yü.b.lI.uIJ~ U..l:!-'.)c...t\~J~WI y.Jiil ..l..o.:>..lIJ
Jp....l.) ol..äS i9;9" 4-!.JC ~ 0~)'1 J-"""",\ ~J:i..........:J\ J-"""",YI.)c...:..J...ü.:;,\..l! ~)I
e li.;J\ .cly Ji..,i .}~ 4.i.a i~\J Jr... ÜAJ y\~1 ÜA ot..;...;.l\J J:j.;Jl y \JiJ' Jy..o=.J ~I

.ue .ili\Uc~~~~ jiA ~) .JfiiJ\~\ ~\J

17.
F. 121b-131b
Al-Khuläsa [i al-kaläm
This Imärnl theological treatise of uncertain authorship was evidently very

popular among Twelver Shi'is from the 7th/13th century, as is indicated by the
numerous extant manuscript copies of the text. See R. Mach and E. L. Orrnsby,
Handlist ofArabic Manuscripts (New Series) in the Prin ceton Universit y Library,
Princeton 1987, p. 128-129; Mu'jam al-turäth al-kaliimi, vol. 3, p. 201-2, no. 5662 .
An additiona l manuscript ofthe text is held by the British Library (MS Or. 10968/2,
f. 17b-26a).

The text has been edi ted twice : by Ridä Mukhtäri and Ya'qüb 'AlI Burji,
"a l-Khuläsa ff 'i Im al-ka lärn, ta'Iif Qutb al-Di n Sabzawäri (?)", Miräth-i isl ämi-yi
lra n [Islamic Heritage oflran], ed. Rasül Ja'fariyän, vol. 1,Qum 1371[/1992], p. 340-
365, and again by al-Sayyid Muhammad Rid ä al-Husayni al-Ja läli , "al-Khul äsa fI
'i Im al-kaläm. Tasnif .. . Qutb al-Din al-Sabzawärl ", Tur äthun ä 34 (1413[/1992 -
1993]), p. 124-226). The latter ed ition is available online [http://www.al-jalali.net/
books/044/html (webs ite consulted 24.04.2006)]. Neither of the editors consulted
the present rnanuscript for their respective editions.

F. 131a:II -13
Colophon

Uc .}:J\ ,-?~Y I ,-?..ly.ll tY. r""\.il\ '-F-i tY. ~l tY. ~I .)W ..tl ~! fil~I ~

0;;·a.·u1J ~\ 4.i..: .J~ ÜA 4.=J1'-?~ ~ i.J:!y:;.cJ Ci'.J~I .J~ ~.J~ ~~J .ue .ili'
:i,.j~J
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18.
F. 131a:14-16
Excerpt from an unidentified treatise containing a proof for the unity of God.

The text of the (partly ilIegible) excerpt is as follows:

(~') L>:1~\ .; \.y~ .l.!-, y.p.-.,ll .; ISA -:) ~ ~ 'J'p'-.,ll~I.J 0.!J 'p'- Y" \.:.....<..ß.,l
,~<..,JSy ~J '4Sy>~ .l:>.\-, ~ 0H ,~4-J\ "'-! W y-u..... ;;"s.JL.::.J\ "'-! (" j! o.J:1I.i...JI J

u1h.... ~I~I . .. Jk.... ,JA J~0w..~ u l:l.l.lI ~I" \.:.....<..ß .,1 j!3

19.
F. 131b
Excerpt from a work by AbüHämid al-Ghazäli in which he replies to a question

on Qur'än 15:29 and 38:72, being the beginning of his al-Madnün al-Saghir, also
known as al -Ajwiba al-gliazaliyva fi al-mas ä'il al-ukhräwiyya or Kitäb al-nafkh
wa-l-taswiya (Brockelmann, GALS, vol, 1, p. 747, no. 16; M. Bouyges, Essai de
chronologie des ceuvres de al-Ghazali (A lgaze/), edite et mis ä jour par M. Allard,
Beirut 1959, p. 99-100). The text has been printed as item no. 4 in a collective
volume of Muharnmad b. Muhamrnad al-Ghazäli's writings entitled Kitäb iljäm
al-tawämtn 'an 'ihn al-kaläm published in Cairo in 1309[/1891].

20.
F. 132a-133b
Fragment of forty haditli (beginning and end missing)
The fragment is evidently written by a different hand and not an original part

of the codex.
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