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DISPOSAL OF THE DEAD IN RECENTLY ABANDONED
SETTLEMENT AREAS — AN EVIDENCE OF THE SIEGE OF OLBIA

PONTICA BY ZOPYRION?

The present contribution focuses on extraordinary
features with human remains of the 4" century BC
which have been discovered to the west of the core city
area of Olbia Pontica. There are numerous multiple
burials within former settlement structures. The
deceased were put in them without any grave goods,
mainly in irregular positions and in some cases with
obvious traces of external violence. Based on the
archaeological finding, which is presented here for
the first time exhaustively, we review the suggestion
of previous research: a possible connection of these
features with human remains with the siege of the city
by the Macedonian general Zopyrion, which has been
recorded in literature.

Key words: Lower Buh Region, Olbia Pontica,
Classical period, Zopyrion, city
development.
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The altered cityscape of Olbia in Archaic-
Classical times

In 2014, when a Ukrainian-German cooperative
project started its interdisciplinary research in the
west of Olbia, the goals were evident (fig. 1). The
academic focus was to be on the suburb, which had
previously been investigated only sparsely. While
its general existence in this area was regarded as
unequivocally verified after the excavations con-
ducted by Yu. I. Kozub (Ko3y6 1979a, c. 316-325;
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1979b, c. 3-34), only little was known about its
extension, structure and appearance. With the help
of geophysical prospections, research-relevant
structures were supposed to be localised on a large
scale. Their academic meaningfulness in regard to
the question at hand was then to be examined by
purposeful excavations. In this manner, the inter-
national cooperation team tried to set a higher lev-
el of knowledge about the suburb against the in-
tensive research in the core city in order to better
understand the Milesian apoikia at the banks of the
Buh in its entirety.!

Today — approximately ten years later — our
perception of the urban development of Olbia in
the 6"—4" centuries BC has changed completely
thanks to the newly achieved Ukrainian-German
excavation results. Therefore, the previously
relevant reconstructions need to be updated
comprehensively. Especially in the case of the early
period of the Olbian city history in the 6"/5™ century
BC, this topic has been put up for discussion in the
academic public by numerous research contributions
in recent years (Fornasier, Buiskykh 2021, S. 203-
227; Buiskikh, Fornasier 2022, p. 195-228;
Fornasier, Buiskykh, Kuzmishchev 2022, p. 67-
95; Fornasier, Buiskykh 2023, S. 101-114). Thus,
between 2014 and 2017, a previously unknown
fortification system from Late Archaic times could
be located in the west of Olbia. It secured a city area
of up to 70 ha to the north and west and thereby
immediately clarified that the traditional separation
in a core city and a suburb (proasteion) is no longer
consistent with the archaeological findings at the
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Fig. 1. Olbia Pontica. The city area of the Milesian colony. At the background the current research area of the Ukrainian-German
research project. View from the south-east

site. The area formerly defined as suburb was, quite
contrary, an integral part of the actual settlement
territory (located intra muros), which, especially
during the initial period, presented comparable
characteristics area-wide (cf. Kuzmishchev 2021,
p. 185-202). A qualitative gradation, which has been
postulated for a long time, is simply impossible on
the basis of the currently known material findings.

In addition, investigations of the Olbian sacral
topography of Late Archaic times permitted an
update of the previously suggested theses on the
urban developmental phases of the city. These were
also affirmed by analytical studies on the necropolis
areas (most recently Buiskykh, Ivchenko 2021,
p. 155-184). Already before the construction of
the western fortification, numerous sanctuaries
emerged at the edges of the future city area. On
the one hand, they secured the settlement territory
from the outside on a sacral level and, on the other
hand, marked it visibly from afar, while the earliest
graves were also created beyond the “imagined”
space. Thus, despite decade-long excavations in
the area to the west of the core city, no graves of
the 6"/5" century BC were found within the area
limited by the rampart and moat system. Therefore,
a systematic and future-oriented approach to the
urban usage of space can be perceived from the
beginning.

In the context of the Ukrainian-German
cooperative project, new results could not only be
achieved for the early period of the urban planning
development. New insights were also gained into
the urban transformation process from the middle of
the 4™ century onward, when the western part of the
Olbian settlement territory was first abandoned and
then successively introduced to a sepulchral usage.
Already Yu. I. Kozub had noted that in the “suburb”
investigated by her, no settlement structures dating
after the first quarter of the 4" century BC could be
verified (Ko3zy0 1979, c. 29; cf. Fornasier et al. 2018,
p. 244-245). In later times alike, no findings were
discovered which were younger than from the
middle of the 4" century BC (most recently Buiskikh,
Fornasier 2022, p. 220) — with the exception of a
smaller early Hellenistic cult complex along the so-
called western road, which has been discovered only
a few years ago; it had been erected inside earlier
settlement structures in secondary usage (object 22
in the area HEKP-4, cf. Kuzmishchev 2021, p. 198-
201). A specific review of overall 285 graves which
were found within the area intra muros and whose
chronological determination was supposed to serve
as an immediate counter-check of our thesis of
an extensively planned settlement area from the
beginning, directed our attention furthermore to ten
features with human remains of the 4™ century BC.
In the following, these features will be the focus
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of the study at hand. An extensive description of
all subsequent burials located intra muros is only
planned for the final publication of our Ukrainian-
German research project.

These Late Classical burials donotonly distinguish
themselves due to their chronological determination
to exactly this transformation phase whereby they
unmistakably denote a new urban development level
within Olbia. A part of them is also characterised by
remarkably irregular burial forms, being multiple
burials with up to 52 individuals in secondarily
used former storage pits. The fact that some of the
deceased were obviously killed by external violence
has attracted attention from the beginning, and early
on led to the assumption of a crisis situation in Olbia
(Ko3y0d 1975a, c. 28). A causal connection with the
literarily recorded siege of the city by the troops of
the Macedonian general Zopyrion has been already
addressed occasionally (Ko3yo 1984, c. 162-163;
Vinogradov 1997a, S. 331-332).

An essential publication of these burials is
missing up to now. In the following, the findings
will be therefore presented in detail and, if possible,
visualised on the basis of the respectively prevailing
status of the documentation. Only after that, a
tangible connection with the events in the last third
of the 4" century BC which are recorded in literature
will be examined regarding to its validity?.

Burials of the 4" Century BC in the Western City
Area of Olbia

Due to the study of the relevant excavation
reports on the early fieldwork, which had once been
conducted on the newly discovered area surrounded
by a fortification, it was possible to perform a
(counter-)check of all in all 285 grave findings
(fig. 2), of which 165 graves (table 1) could be dated
during the excavations. Especially interesting for
our issue were ten burial places which were dated to
the 4" century BC and therefore to a period of time
when, based on the findings of the settlement, an

2 Thanks to the unrestricted cooperativeness of the Institute
of Archaeology of the National Academy of Sciences of
Ukraine in Kyiv, we have for the first time been allowed
accessing to all relevant excavation documentation in order
to close in on our frequently discussed question of Zopyri-
on’s presence “at the gates” of Olbia on the basis of the ma-
terial evidence. For this extensive support, which, especial-
ly against the current background of the Russian offensive
war against Ukraine contrary to international law, required
a maximum of flexibility, the authors like to express their
special gratitude to all those involved.

abandonment of the western city area of Olbia has
been postulated up to now.

At least eight of these burials from the Late
Classical era show comparable characteristics: they
are all dated from the middle of the 4" century BC
onward, most of them feature clear signs of irregular
burials. They are mostly built secondarily into the
structures which were formerly used for settlement
purposes and in five cases, there were also multiple
burials with up to 52 deceased humans.

All these observations clearly point to the lack
of a systematic and extensive necropolis already
in the 4™ century BC. Such a necropolis can only
be convincingly verified from the 2™ century
BC onward, based on the distribution analysis
(table 1). This situation leads to the assumption
that irregular burials in the 4" century BC were
necessary, which might have been the result of an
extraordinary crisis situation in Olbia. Only one
child grave (3/1978), and — with reservations
— also the heavily disturbed grave 1/2009 can
most probably be interpreted as regular burials.
Being one of the earliest evidences of this type,
they also document a smooth transition towards a
different usage of this territory.

Before discussing the issue of a possible causal
connection between the military threat on Olbia
and the emergence of the irregular burials on the
territory west of the Olbian core city, it is first
necessary to describe the relevant burial findings.

The information density on the individual burials
— especially the graphic and photographic records
and level of detail in the measurements — reflects the
respective level of the excavation documentation in
Olbian research history, which, in the study presented
here, covers a period of close to 60 years. All available
sources were incorporated into the observations. In
cases where there were no detailed photographic or
graphic records available in the excavation reports,
our focus lay predominantly on the statements on
the statistically recorded find material. Of course,
a certain error rate in the classification of the small
finds spectrum in the past, which has naturally
become more precise over time, has to be taken into
consideration. Nevertheless, all people responsible
for the excavations discussed here, which in some
cases took place long ago, were renowned specialists,
who at the time of the respective field researches
had already been working in Olbia for many years
and exactly knew the general find spectrum of this
Milesian colony. The expectable margin of error is
therefore within acceptable parameters. Thus, the
datings and conclusions, which cannot be directly
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Fig. 2. Olbia Pontica. Location of the excavation areas in the west of Olbia mentioned in the text (former Olbian suburb):
1 — Plateau II; 2 — Plateau I1I; 3 — Pivnichnyi Mys 1; 4 — HEKP-7; 5 — Plateau I; 6 — Southern Plateau (picture on the basis
of: Google, DigitalGlobe 2015)

verified today, because the original objects are lost or
inaccessible, can still serve as a secure basis for the
following studies.

Pit 1/1966 (cistern) in the area Plateau II (Qu.
7/1966)°. Already during the excavation campaigns

3 The labels of the features correspond to those originally
attributed in the respective excavation reports. To ensure
unambiguous identification, no sequential numbering is used.

1966-1967, it was possible to examine a structure
(at first: Pit 1) inside of Quadrat 7 on Plateau II,
which revealed first clues to a secondary usage as a
burial pit (Ko3y6 1966, c. 7-9; 1967a, c. 7-9; 1967,
¢. 209). At a distance of about 4 m from a settlement
dugout (no. 4/1966) deepened into the ground, a cis-
tern was found. It was up to 4.76 m deep; its rough-
ly round shaft was 1.52 m in diameter in the upper
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Fig. 3. Olbia Pontica. Pit 1/1966 (cistern): / — a profile and a ground plan of the cistern; 2 — a view into the cistern (during the
work process); 3 — remains of a dog skeleton in the filling of the cistern (excavation in 1967)

part and widened to the bottom to 2.03 m (fig. 3:
1). The cistern walls were completely dug into the
natural soil and seem to have been originally faced
with bigger stones, which have been found in large
numbers inside the filling layers between 2 m and
2.7 m in the collapsed debris (fig. 3: 2). From a
depth of 2.48 m onward, the cistern walls were also
evidently covered with a bluish waterproof clay lay-
er, which is up to 14 cm thick (Kozy6 1967a, c. 7).
This convincingly emphasises the interpretation of
Pit 1 as a cistern.

In the upper parts (up to 2.40 m), the filling
layers within the cistern consisted of solid
yellowish clay with shards of ceramics (inv.
no. 1910-1921). Their examination in 1966 led
to the discovery of a heavily distorted human
skeleton (inv. no. 1997) at a depth of 2 m. Both
the extraordinary posture of the deceased and the
fact that grave goods were missing completely
prompted the excavators to conclude that in all
probability, this was no regular burial. Instead,
the body was apparently disposed of in the
cistern, which was no longer used according to
its original function (Ko3y0 1967a, c. 8).

This thesis received immediate confirmation by
the findings of the lower filling layers which could
be uncovered during the excavation campaign in

1967. Separated from the upper filling by a burnt
layer, which was up to 20 cm high and consisted
of burnt clay with numerous inclusions of charcoal,
there was now loose soil up to the floor of the
cistern. This soil contained a high number of mostly
ceramic find objects, which dated to the second
half of the 5" — the first half of the 4™ century
BC. They include fragments of amphorae from
Chios, Thasos and the grey clay amphora type
from Lesbos. In addition, there were fragments of
black-glazed pottery, partly decorated with stamps,
of numerous kitchenware and handmade ceramic,
remains of a red clay fish plate, an iron knife and,
directly on the cistern ground, more amphorae
which were crushed by the soil and probably were
originally used for carrying water. Finally, remains
of several dog skeletons (fig. 3: 3) were found at
different depths and further human remains in an
extremely crouched position at the western edge of
the cistern at —2.8 m (Ko3y0 1967a, c. 8-9). More
specific statements on the find situation or on the
specific stratigraphy can unfortunately not be made
based on the state of documentation from the 1960s.
However, the finding does generally not show
discernible signs of a regular burial or, in the case
of the dog skeletons, of sacral actions (cf. Fornasier,
Buiskykh, Kuzmishchev 2022, p. 83-84).
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The secondary usage of the cistern as a
pit, which, beside burnt and waste layers, also
contained animal cadavers and two human bodies
disposed of irregularly, enabled a basic conclusion
already in the early stages of the academic research
in the so-called suburb: after the abandonment of
the settlement area in the middle of the 4™ century
BC, still visible structures were, obviously very
soon, used unconventionally and probably also
under time pressure for the disposal of deceased
individuals. This is an up to now singular finding,
which should be enhanced by numerous other,
sometimes even more expressive, excavation
results from the following decades.

Pit 18/1974 on Plateau III (Qu. 584). Pit
18/1974 is the largest finding spot of the here dis-
cussed multiple burials in the north-west of the Ol-
bian city area. Already in 1973, the complex with-
in Qu. 584 was first localised in its upper area and
was originally named Grave 26/1973. Its findings
seem to have been disturbed by the dromos of the
subsequent chamber burial no. 24/1973 (Kozy0
1974, c. 33; 1975a, c. 26). Due to the extremely
complex stratigraphic situation and difficile qual-
ity of the filling layers, the complete examination
was delayed to the following excavation campaign
for time reasons (Ko3y0 1975a, c. 26-28; 1975b,
c. 295-296; 1984, c. 162-163).

Pit 18/1974 was deepened into the natural soil
to a depth of 2.2 m from the ancient surface level.
Its cross-section was bell-shaped and it had an
overall round shape with a diameter of up to 3.25 m
(fig. 4). There was only little fragmented ceramic
material in the upper, densely compacted filling
layers (Ko3yo 1975b, c. 295-296). In contrast, at
a depth of 1.1 m from the edge of the pit, there
were loose dark soil layers, which reached down
to the floor of the pit and contained human
remains of all in all 52 individuals (fig. 4: 2—3;
5) — both in the form of whole skeletons and of
singular skulls (Ko3y0o 1975a, c. 26; 1984, c. 162-
163). Anthropological investigations prove that
the majority of the human remains were youths/
young adults with ages between 9 and 25 (Ko3y0
1975a, c. 28). Only three cases seem to feature
older persons (according to T. S. Konduktorova;
cf. Kopmycora 1983, c. 171-172).

The skeletons were arranged in several rows.
Most of them were placed horizontally; some,
however, featured a half-vertical position, which is
why they could overlap each other. The posture of
the deceased was mostly crouched and twisted with
thrown-back heads; Skeleton 1 was found with

bent arms and hands which originally covered the
face (Kozy0 1975a, c. 27). Another case featured
the skeleton of a grown-up above that of a child,
who was obviously supposed to be protected from
external damage by this posture. Additionally,
many of the skulls were heavily punctured and
one deceased also had half of his face completely
shattered.

All in all, the findings point unambiguously to
a violent death of all individuals found in this pit.
According to Yu. I. Kozub, the deceased were even
killed directly at this place with the help of sharp
stones — among them fragments of marble louteria
(inv. no. 724) — or huge fragments of amphorae and
finally with arrows (inv. no. 726), which also belong
to the spectrum of finds (Kozy6 1975a, c. 27; 1975b,
c. 295-296; 1984, c. 162-163; 2003, c. 124). This
could be postulated convincingly by the posture
of the buried humans, the traces of injuries on the
skulls and their position in relation to these objects.
In one case, for example, one of the large stones was
found in situ right on top of one of the skulls. In
addition, two of the skeletons featured round iron
rings (inv. no. 738) with a diameter of 12 cm on the
legs (fig. 6), which, in all probability, were shackles
(Kozy6 1984, c. 162-163; cf. Vinogradov 1997a,
S.331; 1997b, S. 288 with note 44).

Some skeletons were accompanied by personal
adornments, which the people had worn at the time
of their death. Among them are a shell necklace (inv.
no. 737, fig. 7: 1), two large pearls (inv. no. 735-736,
fig. 7: 2—3), round bronze earrings (inv. no. 728, fig.
7: 4), a bronze bracelet (inv. no. 652, fig. 7: 6) with
triangular studs at the ends, a bronze button (inv. no.
653, fig. 7: 5) and a bronze clasp (inv. no. 730, fig.
7: 7) (Ko3yo 1975a, c. 27). In addition, there were
remains of iron objects (inv. no. 654; 731-733, fig. 8),
including two knives and a dagger. Moreover, there
were numerous remnants of ceramic vessels between
the human remains. Selected pieces were inventoried
by the excavation leaders at the time (fig. 9-11):
among them are different types of black-glazed
pottery (inv. nos. 643—-647; 722-723), red and grey
clay vessels (inv. nos. 639—640; 648; 716-718; 720),
kitchenware (inv. nos. 641; 719-721) or handmade
vessels (inv. no. 642). Among the transport vessels
(fig. 12) are the lower part of an amphora from Chios
(inv. no. 638) belonging to type V-B according to
S. Yu. Monakhov (cf. Monaxos 2003, ¢. 21-22, Ta0m.
12; Momnaxog et al. 2019, c. 95) and the upper part of a
Heracleian amphora (inv. no. 713) belonging to type
I-A according to Monakhov with a rectangular stamp
at the neck (cf. Monaxos 2003, c. 143, 320-322,
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Fig. 4. Olbia Pontica. Pit 18/1974: I — a profile and a ground plan of the pit; 2 — the find situation in the filling layer at —2.40
m; 3 — the find situation at ca. —2.6 m

ta0. 90; Monaxos et al. 2019, c. 202). According 4™ century BC (Kosy6 1975a, c. 28; 1975b, c. 296;
to V. I. Kats and N. F. Fedoseev (Karr 2007, c. 429; 1984, c. 163) — a timeframe to which also the black-
®denocees 2016, c. 40-44 Ne 26-79), the stamps of  glazed vessels of the second quarter/middle of the 4"
the magistrate Aitp are dated to the 380s—370s BC.  century (fig. 9) can be convincingly classified.

Considered together, these objects suggest a dating At last, two dog skeletons belong to the spectrum of
of the whole finding to the second/third quarter ofthe  finds. One of them was uncovered in the centre of Pit
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Fig. 5. Olbia Pontica. Pit 18/1974. The find situation in the filling layer at —2.4 m: / — a view from the north; 2 — a view from the
east
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Fig. 6. Olbia Pontica. Pit 18/1974. Iron An iron ring (inv. no.

from the north)

18/1974 right beneath a large stone. In contrast to the
dog burials in Olbia known previously (cf. Fornasier,
Buiskykh, Kuzmishchev 2022, p. 83-84), these two
animals do not seem to represent ritual burials. It
should rather be considered that these two dogs were
forced to share the fate of the people “buried” here.

Grave 3/1978 on Plateau III (Qu. 542). Grave
3/1978 was located on Plateau III in Qu. 542 and
could be registered from a depth of 1.62—1.65
m (Ko3y6 1978, c. 8). It was a pit grave, which
contours, however, could no longer be completely
determined (fig. 13). In the yellow clay pit filling,
the skeleton of a child was found. It was lying on
its left side with the left arm alongside the body,
while the head was pointing in a north-north-east
direction. The preserved length of the skeleton was
1.05 m, its width 0.40 m.

Among the few grave inventories was a piece of
jewellery with two herms of lead (cf. XmeneBckuii
2016, c. 170), which were fixed beside each other
on an elongated connective piece (inv. no. 146,
fig. 13: 4). It was found immediately beneath the
neck vertebrae and therefore might most probably
have once been worn as sort of an amulet around
the neck. To the left of the head on the height of
the right shoulder there was also an Attic squat

b f e

738) with a diameter of 12 cm on the legs of a skeleton (a view

lekythos (so-called net lekythos, surroundings
of the Bulas group, inv. no. 144, fig. 13: 2) and
a fragmented black-glaze cup-kantharos (inv. no.
145, fig. 13: 3). Finally, all in all 37 fragmented
and one completely preserved nail (inv. no. 147)
were found around the skeleton, which probably
belonged to a former wooden coffin.

In a direct comparison to the graves described
previously, this is undoubtedly a case of a regular
burial, since there are a burial pit, remains of a
coffin and even a grave inventory. A dating of the
finding has not been conducted at that time; follow-
up investigations based on the ceramic vessels
print to the second-third quarter of the 4™ century
BC. Despite the finding seeming unremarkable at
a first glance, Grave 3/1978 on Plateau III is the
first definite clue to a transformation of the former
settlement area in the west of Olbia into a regular
necropolis — obviously immediately after the
abandonment of the living and economic areas
and above all synchronous to the extraordinarily
irregular multiple burials of this time. Especially
this last observation on the one hand verifies a
seemingly organised start of the transformation
within the area; on the other hand, it points to a
possibly unexpected extreme situation in the third
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Fig. 7. Olbia Pontica. Pit 18/1974. Finds from the filling layers of the pit: / — parts of a necklace from snail shells of Nassariidiae
(inv. no. 737); 2 — a polychrome glass pearl with festoon-like decor (inv. no. 735) from the second half of the 4" century BC
(according to A. M. Kolesnichenko, cf. Mo3onescokuii 1979, c. 123, Ne 12); 3 — a cone-shaped pearl of greenish glass (inv.
no. 736); 4 — bronze earrings (inv. no. 728); 5 — a bronze button (inv. no. 653); 6 — a bronze bracelet (inv. no. 652); 7 —a

bronze clasp (inv. no. 730)

quarter of the 4™ century BC which led to the
extraordinary multiple burials.

Pit 1/2002 in area Pivnichnyi (Severnyi)
Mys 1 (Qu. 16/17). Only several metres further
north of Pit 18/1974, another multiple burial was
investigated in the excavation area Pivnichnyi
Mys 1in2002. It featured a similarly extraordinary
finding. Human remains of overall 18 individuals
could be verified (Ko3zy6 2003, c. 123-124; Ko-
3y0 et al. 2002, c. 9-10). This Pit 1/2002 was up to
1.39 m deep, had a roughly round shape in the plan
and measured 1.92 m x 1.84 m at its upper edge.
Towards the bottom it widened in a bell shape to
an area of 2.25 m x 2.10 m (fig. 14: 1). The filling
layers consisted of uniformly grey sandy clay and
therefore seem to have been brought into the pit in
one singular process (cf. Ko3y06 2003, c. 123-124).

Only in the cases of four people buried in
Pit 1/2002 (nos. 6; 7; 16; 17), the bones laid
in an anatomically correct position and only

one skeleton of a woman (no. 7, fig. 14: 2) was
additionally accompanied by small finds in the
form of personal adornment objects (Kozy0 et al.
2002, c. 9-10). The skeleton was 1.58 m long and
laid roughly horizontally on its back with its arms
alongside the body and the head pointing south at
a depth of 1.06 m in the pit filling layer. According
to the excavation reports, there were bronze
earrings on both sides of the skull (one of them
containing a pearl, inv. no. 330); two bronze rings
in the form of a snake were found at her right hand
(inv. no. 332) and a round bronze bracelet was
on her right arm (inv. no. 331, fig. 14: 3). At the
neck, the arms and the legs, a multitude of pearls
of dark and blue glass paste (inv. no. 329) could
be registered which formerly obviously served as
decoration of unpreserved clothes. Based on the
excavation records, a more detailed analysis of
the findings is impossible; in addition, the original
objects themselves are unfortunately inaccessible
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Fig. 8. Olbia Pontica. Pit 18/1974. Finds from the filling layers of the pit: / — an iron dagger (inv. no. 654); 2 — an iron knife
(inv. no. 731); 3 — an iron knife with the remains of a bone handle (inv. no. 732); 4 — an iron item (inv. no. 733)

to the authors for an indefinite period of time due
to the war.

All other individuals were thrown into the pit
without further consideration. Their skeletons laid
contorted and with their faces down in irregular
order (fig. 15: 1). In many cases, extremities were
missing, as for example with Skeleton 6, which
was missing a leg and the left hand. Moreover, it
is striking that most skulls were found apart from
the skeletons and, in contrast to the finding in Pit
18/1974, did not show signs of trauma as direct
cause of death. Anthropological examinations of

the bones of 16 deceased indicated seven male
and four female adults and five children. The
ages of the deceased ranged from 4—7 to 65—70
(according to T. A. Nazarova). Overall, according
to Yu. I. Kozub (Ko3y6 2003, c. 124), the finding
again points to a multiple burial which probably
had to be created in Olbia as a reaction to an
“extreme situation” and for which the still visible
pit, which had formerly been used for settlement
purposes, was re-used. It cannot generally be ruled
out that — except for Skeleton no. 7 — we are
dealing with a subsequent transfer of remains
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Fig. 9. Olbia Pontica. Pit 18/1974. Attic black-glaze pottery from the filling layers of the pit: / — a kantharos (inv. no. 645) (375-
350 BC) (cf. Sparkes, Talcott, Richter 1970, p. 283; pl. 28, Ne 657); 2 — a skyphos (inv. no. 646) (400—380 BC) (Sparkes, Talcott,
Richter 1970, p. 280, pl. 27, Ne 622); 3 — a kantharos (inv. no. 647) (375—350 BC) (cf. Sparkes, Talcott, Richter 1970, p. 283;
pl. 28, Ne 668); 4 — a skyphos (inv. no. 723) (375—350 BC) (Sparkes, Talcott, Richter 1970, p. 279; pl. 6, 26 Ne 608; 56, Ne 664)

of earlier burials into Pit 1/2002. The missing  human remains in one and the same homogeneous
of numerous extremities could thereby be easily filling layer and their stratigraphically comparable
explained. However, the place of discovery of all ~ characteristics speak strongly against this. Based
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Fig. 10. Olbia Pontica. Pit 18/1974. Finds from the filling layers of the pit: / — a fragment of an Attic black-glaze vessel with
graffiti (H) (inv. no. 722); 2 — a fragment of an Attic black-glaze vessel (inv. no. 644); 3 — a decorated rim fragment of a
handmade vessel (inv. no. 642); 4 — a fragment of the rim of an Attic black-figured bowl with a decor of palmettes (inv. no.
648); 5 — a body fragment of an Attic black-figured vessel (inv. no. 649); 6 — a rim fragment with the remains of a handle from

a black-glaze vessel (inv. no. 643)

on the recorded finding, only one conclusion
remains: all deceased were brought to the pit at
the same time. The fragmentariness of the human
remains in some cases — as compared to Skeleton
no. 7 — must have been caused by another
extraordinary (extreme) reason.

Among the few small finds from the filling
are an extremely badly preserved fragment
of a dagger (inv. no. 259), a repeatedly folded
small lead plate, which features scripture in its
interior (inv. no. 309) and which is still to be
published (A. Ivantchik, forthcoming) and an
arrowhead (inv. no. 3116) and two coins, which
are dated (by V. V. Krutilov) to 380—360 BC
(inv. no. 260) and 330—300 BC (inv. no. 260a)
(fig. 15: 2). Few shards of black-glazed pottery
(inv. no. 256), of red and grey clay ware (inv.
nos. 306; 307) and the fragment of a red-figured
vessel (inv. no. 308) point chronologically to the
second half of the 4" century BC (Ko3y6 2003,
c. 124). Thus, if the dating of the coin no. 260a
is correct, we have a terminus post quem of the
330s BC for this complex, which chronologically
corresponds to the time of a possible attack by
Zopyrion on Olbia.

At last, immediately on the floor of the pit,
there were two iron rods, which were crossed at
a right angle and measured 0.78 cm and 0.85 cm
(inv. no. 308a). Their purpose could not yet be
determined (fig. 15: 3). Their exact positioning
contradicts a coincidental find position and at least
basically points to a consciously intended message.
However, for lack of analogies (known to us), this
message cannot be grasped more specifically. The
interpretation favoured by the excavator as them
being spears cannot convince.

In our opinion, these objects can neither be
identified as ofelot, since, on the one hand, they
lack the otherwise characteristic handles necessary
for usage, and, on the other hand, such "ofehoi
can be verified as funerary objects or votives in
sanctuaries mainly for the 7"—5% centuries BC
(cf. e.g. Furtwiéngler 1980; Haarer 2000; Heymans
2021). Not even the question if these two rods
had been brought to this place during the primary
or only during the secondary usage of the pit
can be answered. A definite connection with the
multiple burial is therefore not obligatory and a
specific value of these objects — as opposed to
unambiguously identifiable grave findings (cf.
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Fig. 11. Olbia Pontica. Pit 18/1974. Finds from the filling layers of the pit: / — a fragment of a red clay fish plate of type
1.1 according to A. V. Buiskykh (bytickux 2011, c. 245; puc. 4.1) (inv. no. 639); 2 — a red clay bowl with one handle (inv.

no. 716); 3 — a grey clay bowl with graffiti (AE) at the outside of the base (inv. no. 640); 4 — kitchenware (inv. no. 641);
5 — kitchenware (a casserole, inv. no. 719)
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Fig. 12. Olbia Pontica. Pit 18/1974. Finds from the filling layers of the pit: / — a lower part of an amphora of the second/third
quarter of the 4" century BC from Chios (inv. no. 638) (type V-B according to S. Yu. Monakhov, cf.: Monaxos 2003, c. 21-22,
Tabn. 12; Monaxos et al. 2019, c. 95); 2 — an upper part of a Heracleian amphora with a stamp on the neck (magistrate Aitp,
cf. Karr 2007, c. 429; ®enocees 2016, c. 40-44, Ne 26-79) from the period 380—370 BC (inv. no. 713) (type I-A according to
S. Yu. Monakhov, cf.: Monaxos 2003, c. 143, 320-322, Ta6us. 90; Monaxos et al. 2019, ¢. 202); 3 — a rim fragment of a red clay
louterion with white slip (inv. no. 650); 4 — a rim fragment of a light clay Sinopian louterion (inv. no. 651)

Haarer 2000, p. 121; Heymans 2021, p. 183)
— cannot be defined generally. However, the two
rods seem to be deliberately deepened into the
natural soil, which is another and extraordinary
expression of the exceptional character of this
deliberate deposition.

Pit 2/2006 in the area Pivnichnyi Mys 1 (Qu.
26). Pit 2/2006 (fig. 16) was located ca. 30 m to the

east of Pit 1/2002 and 60 m north of Pit 18/1974 and
immediately at the upper edge of the incline to Zai-
acha Ravine (MBuenko, unenko 2007, ¢. 195-196;
Wsuenko, [unenko, Jlanr 2006, c. 6-14). Already
in antiquity, it had been damaged by two later grave
complexes from the end of the 3%/2™ century BC.
Thus, its complete southern area on a length of 2 m
was disturbed by the dromos of Chamber Tomb 12
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Fig. 13. Olbia Pontica. Pit 3/1978: 1 — position of the skeleton and the pottery (a view from the west); 2 — an aryballos-lekythos
with a net ornament (inv. no. 144) (Bulas group, 330—320 BC; cf. BnoBuuenko, Penxos, XKectkoa 2019, c. 95; tabi. 27-28, Ne
207-2011); 3 — an attic black-glaze cup-kantharos (inv. no. 145) (375—340 BC; cf. Sparkes, Talcott, Richter 1970, p. 284, Ne
681-683); 4 — lead herms, 4" century BC (inv. no. 146) (Xmenesckwuii 2016, c. 170, 175, puc. 2.1)

(2005/2006). In the north, it was additionally super-
imposed by the steps of the dromos of Chamber Tomb
14/2005 and was therefore only preserved to a height
0f 0.23 m above the original surface level. During the
excavations, the pit could be localised in its outline
unambiguously only at a depth of 1.02 m from the
modern surface level. All in all, it was preserved to a
depth of 1.33 m. In the upper part, it had a semicircu-
lar ground plan with a maximum determinable diam-

eter of 1.44 m and featured a bell-shaped cross-sec-
tion which widened towards the bottom. The diame-
ter at the bottom of the pit — as far as it can be recon-
structed despite the disturbances — measured 2.45 m
(MBuenko, Junenxo 2007, c. 195).

The pit filling was divided into two clearly
distinguishable areas. The upper stratum, up to
0.72 m high (no. 1), was heavily mixed and, on the
one hand, consisted of grey, dense sandy clay with
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Fig. 14. Olbia Pontica. Pit 1/2002: / — the profile of the pit; 2 — Skeleton 7 at the eastern edge of the pit (—1.06 m); 3 — a bronze
bracelet (inv. no. 331) at the right forearm of skeleton 7
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Fig. 15. Olbia Pontica. Pit 1/2002: 7 — western edge of the pit above the floor with the Skeletons 16 and 17; 2 — bronze coins,
which most probably have not been part of the monetary circulation (V. V. Krutilov): a) 380—360 BC (inv. no. 260), b) 330—
300 BC (inv. no. 260a); 3 — crossed iron rods on the floor of the pit (inv. no. 308a)

numerous inclusions (mainly in the upper part)
and, on the other hand, of softer black soil. Among
the classifiable finds from this stratum are main-
ly fragments of transport amphorae of the 5%/4™
century BC. The oldest find is the foot of a grey
clay amphora from Lesbos (inv. no. 136) belong-
ing to type III-A according to S. Yu. Monakhov. It
is dated to the second half of the 5" century BC (cf.
Monaxos 2003, c¢. 47, 259, tabn. 29). Among the
youngest finds, in contrast, are fragments of a Sin-

opian amphora of type II-A-E (inv. no. 137) from
the second quarter — the second half of the 4%
century BC (cf. Monaxos 2003, c. 151-152, 332-
332, Tabmn. 102-103) and of an amphora of type I1-
B-I from Knidos (inv. no. 138), which dates to the
last third of the 4™ — the early 3™ centuries BC (cf.
MonaxoB 2003, c. 106-107, 304-305, tabn. 74-
75). Additionally, some shards of Heracleian (inv.
nos. 47 and 48), Chian and Mendean amphorae
(inv. nos. 42 and 44) could be verified, whereas
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Fig. 16. Olbia Pontica. Pit 2/2006. The filling of the pit: / — position of Skeletons 3 and 4 (a view from the west); 2 — skull 1a
with traces of external violence; 3 — skull 2 with traces of external violence

other ceramic find categories are — according to
the excavation report — only represented with few
fragments of red and grey clay ceramics (inv. no.
135, fig. 17: 8; 139 and 140), black-glazed pottery
(inv. no. 142-145) and kitchenware (inv. no. 141).

Apart from the ceramic small find spectrum,
mainly the remains of six human skeletons in this
upper pit filling should be emphasised. They were
positioned — superimposing each other (Buen-
ko, Humenko 2007, c. 195) — mostly in anatomi-
cally correct posture in different poses: four skel-
etons were lying on their back (nos. 1, 2, 4 and
5), one following the curve of the rounded wall
of the pit (no. 6, MBuenko, Junenxo, Jlaar 2006,
c. 11-12) and another (no. 3, MBuenko, [umeHko,
Jlanr 2006, c. 8-9) was found right on the lower
stratum area (no. 2), whose irregular surface struc-
ture was reflected in the asymmetrical, heavily dis-
torted position of the bones (fig. 16: 1). Three of
these skeletons (no. 1 — without skull; 3; 6) were
almost completely preserved, whereas two (nos.
4 and 5) were considerab