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INTRODUCTION

The present volume contains the text of several verse
recensions of the story of Anas al-Wujad (or: Uns
al-Wujtd), a narrative that appears in the Arabian
Nights.! This recension is evidenced in a group of seven
manuscripts, nearly all of which were collected by
European scholars and travelers in Egypt within the
first two decades of the nineteenth century. These
manuscripts are now all held in libraries in Europe:
One copy in Cambridge University Library, one in the
Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, two in the Bibliothéque
Nationale in Paris, and three in the Forschungs- und
Landesbibliothek Gotha. A description of each of the
manuscript copies and their acquisition history is
given below.

1 See V. C. Chauvin. Bibliographie des ouvrages arabes ou
relatifs aux Arabes, publiés dans U'Europe chrétienne de 1810 a
1885 (Liege: H. Vaillant-Carmanne, 1892-1919), vol. 4, p. 191
and vol. 6, pp. 127-129 (synopsis); U. Marzolph and R. van
Leeuwen, The Arabian Nights Encyclopedia (Santa Barbara:
ABC-CLIO, 2004), vol. 1, p. 438 (incl. synopsis).



There may well be further manuscripts among the
uncatalogued stock of the Egyptian National Library,
or in provincial Libraries in Egypt, but for the purposes
of presenting the text, the manuscripts at hand will
be deemed sufficient.

The text of the verse recension is important, and
valuable for a variety of reasons:

For the field of historical linguistics and dialectolo-
gy, the text provides a new source, which is all the
more important because two of the manuscripts are
fully vocalized, and therefore provide valuable clues
about the colloquial Arabic of Egypt at the turn of the
nineteenth century.

Literary historians may compare the structure and
content of the prose and verse recensions. Since the
verse recension was clearly adapted to oral recitation,
they may also use the text to trace the proliferation,
at a popular level, of narrative material within Egypt.
As such, the verse recension provides evidence for the
Sitz im Leben of the Arabian Nights. 1t is important to
note that the prose recension has already been the
object of detailed studies by Jean-Claude Garcin,? and

2 J.-C. Garcin. “Enquéte d’historien sur un conte des Mille
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some of his conclusions will also be valid with regard
to the recension in verse.*

Scholars of oral tradition and cultural anthropology
will be intrigued to learn that the same verse recen-
sion was recorded and studied in 1985 by American
anthropologist Susan Slyomovics. It is immediately
apparent that some passages in the text remained
remarkably stable over the intervening hundred and
eighty years of transmission, which must have been at

et Une Nuits. Uns al-Wugtd et al-Ward fi l-akmam” In

C. Miiller (ed.), Les non-dits du nom: Onomastique et documents
en terres d’Islam : Mélanges offerts a Jacqueline Sublet (Beirut:
Presses de 'Ifpo, 2013). An Open Access copy is available
online: http://books.openedition.org/ifpo/5745; also J.-C.
Garcin. Pour une lecture historique des Mille et Une Nuits (Arles:
Actes Sud, 2013), pp. 377-387.

3 Readers of this work will also want to compare a study
of another verse narrative from the collection at Gotha: F.
Bellino. “Mosg, il falco e la colomba: Edizione e traduzione
del ms Gotha HB AR. 2212”. Kervan 15 (2012), pp. 33-50. Open
Access copy available online: http://mbpro.net/kervan3/
data/_uploaded/file/documents/15_3_BEL.pdf. The same
author is preparing a study on the text of this work, and its
position within the literary tradition of the Arabian Nights.

4 S, Slyomovics. “Performing A Thousand and One Nights
in Egypt”. Oral Tradition 9:2 (1994), pp. 390-419.



least partly oral. The texts presented here therefore
provide a test case for oral-formulaic theory.

As editor I cannot claim expertise in any of these
fields, and am content to leave it to the specialists to
conduct further research on the text. The task at hand
in this volume is to gather all available information
about the manuscripts and their provenance, and to
present the variant texts of the verse recension of
Qissat Anas al-Wujid in an accessible format.

Given the substantial amount of text, it is necessary
to provide a synopsis and a key to the sequence of
stanzas in the various manuscripts, in tabular form.
That table is available as a separate file on the pub-
lisher’s website. It indexes correlations with the oral
performance that was recorded by Slyomovics in
the 1980s. While preparing the texts, I have begun
to compile a concordance to the text, which is to be
published separately.

k% %k

Finally, a word on the mode of publication: It may
strike some as odd that I have not sought to place
this work with any of the well-known presses in the
field of Middle Eastern studies. The reason for this is
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not a lack of confidence in the quality of the work,
but lies in the fact that as an academic librarian, I
am not subject to the pressures of the tenure system.
Publication of this work through one of the established
presses would have brought with it a certain amount of
prestige, and might have improved the overall quality
of the work. However, editions of works in Arabic by
North American or European presses are generally so
costly as to render them unaffordable for audiences
in the Arab world.

I feel most strongly that the public in the Arab World,
and the Egyptian audience in particular, should have
access to this particular work, and have therefore
sought to make it available on an Open Access basis.

Unfortunately, there are very few presses that offer
the opportunity to publish scholarly works in or about
Arabic at a reasonable cost. In working with the editors
of Faenum Press, it has become possible to publish
this work on an Open Access basis, but there are
drawbacks: without the traditional review process,
some errors and inconsistencies may go unnoticed;
suggestions for correction or improvement will only
come from colleagues who kindly sacrifice their time
to read through the draft; most work has to be done



by the author, and all other help with producing the
final layout comes at a real cost.

The advantage of this mode of publication lies in the
fact that the work becomes available worldwide, and is
easily distributed; print copies can be made available
through existing commercial outlets at little cost;
corrections to the text can be made easily, and on an
ongoing basis.

All that said, after weighing the advantages and dis-
advantages of the Open Access mode of publication,
I remain convinced that it is right for me, for this
purpose. I hope that others will be inspired to try it
for them themselves.
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DESCRIPTION OF MANUSCRIPTS

The full manuscript tradition of Qissat Anas al-Wujid
is too large to describe here, and it will suffice to list
only the manuscripts of the verse recension which are
held in European collections—and which are therefore
easily accessible. As noted above, it is highly likely that
further copies exist in Egypt in the National Library,
or in provincial collections. I have not had the oppor-
tunity to search those collections systematically, and
future generations of researchers may well want to
make up for my omission.

The six manuscripts of the verse recension which
are preserved in libraries at Cambridge, Gotha, and
Paris form a coherent group, because they were all
purchased by European travelers in Egypt, within
the relatively short period of time of two decades,
circa 1800-1820. The Berlin manuscript was acquired
much later, but can still be considered as belonging
to the group, since it was copied two decades before



the turn of the nineteenth century. Unfortunately,
only two of the total seven manuscripts are dated, but
one suspects that all of the manuscripts were copied
after 1750. Indeed, two of the manuscripts held in
Gotha look as if they could have been commissioned
specifically for the European buyer.

It is important to note that the manuscripts are very
diverse in character: two were sloppily written by
an unskilled hand, and bear the traces of frequent
use; one appears to be a reading copy; and two of the
Gotha codices are so plain and regular that they have
a distinctly ‘foreign’ appearance. The manuscripts
also differ in the way in which the text is present-
ed; in some manuscripts, the orthography (or the
vocalization) clearly displays non-standard forms,
whereas other manuscripts mask the colloquial text
with a standardizing orthography—only when reading
the text out aloud does it become obvious that what
appear to be standard forms do not fit the rhythm
and metre, and need to be realized as colloquial forms
instead. Finally, there is some degree of variation in
the way in which particular phonemes are rendered,
and linguists will want to study the variations in local
dialects which this may represent. However, as noted
above, a detailed linguistic analysis is beyond the scope
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of this book, and I will restrict myself to providing
a few examples that illustrate the character of the
orthography of the manuscript, where appropriate.

The descriptions are presented in the order in which
the texts appear in the edition, from right to left:
Cambridge, Berlin, Gotha A, B & C, Paris A & B.

Ms Cambridge Qq. 75 [C/ 4]

Manuscript on paper. 15.7 x 10.5 cm. 13 lines per page.
Written in an unskilled hand, and fully vocalized
throughout (!); the title on fol. 1a is written in the
shape of an inverted triangle: “hadhihi qat‘it (sic) Anas
al-wujud ‘ala al-tamam wa-al-kamal wa-al-hamd li-Llah
‘ala kulli hal”; the text proper begins on fol. 1b: “amdah
Nabina illi malih al-mulah...” ; ends on fol. 50b: “tammat
bi-‘awn Allah ta‘ala, wa-al-hamd li-Llah ‘ala kulli hal”;
catchwords are present, as are numerous additions
and corrections on the margins.

The story entitled Qissat Anas al-Wujiid occupies the
first fifty folios in the manuscript. The remaining



sixty-five leaves contain a selection of other tales,
namely: Qissat al-raha li-sittina Fatimah; Qissat Yusr
Diyab; Hikayat jazirat al-dhahab wa-bustan al-‘ajab
wa-qasr al-li‘b; Qissat al-jamal wa-al-ghazalah wa-ma
jara lahuma ma‘a al-Nabi. The size of the leaves varies
slightly, which suggests that these stories were once
separate manuscripts, which were bound together
at a later date.

The provenance of this manuscript is particularly
interesting: It belonged to the collection of the Swiss
traveler J.L. Burckhardt, who bequeathed his collec-
tion of Arabic manuscripts to the University Library
of Cambridge. He died of dysentery in Cairo in 1817,
and the University Library in Cambridge accessioned
his collection in 1819, assigning a special shelfmark
sequence—the double letter Qq—to his collection.

Burckhardt had traveled to Upper Egypt and Nubia
in 1813, and documented his voyage in a diary that
was published posthumously as Travels in Nubia.! In
his description of the island of Philae, he gives its
Arabic name as 35> | Anas el Wodjoud, adding a

1 L.J.Burckhardt. Travels in Nubia (London: John Murray,
1819) [1* ed.]; (London : John Murray, 1822) [2™ edition] - I
will be citing page numbers according to the second edition.

XV

note: “Anas el Wodjoud,; i.e. ‘the social pleasures of
Wodjoud’. Wodjoud, say the Arabs, was the name of
the mighty king who built the temples of Philae”.? He
also refers to the tomb of a local saint in Aswan by
the name of !y =% Shikh Wanes, and one wonders
whether Anas and Wanes are not one and the same
mythical figure.?

It would seem that Burckhardt was well aware of the
local legend that connects the text of the manuscript
that he acquired in the course of his voyage with the
local history of Aswan and its environs. However, the
manuscript itself may predate his voyage substantially,
for the last item in the codex is dated 1144 (1731).

It is also interesting to observe that Burckhardt was
aware of the presence and activities of the German
traveler Ulrich Jasper Seetzen (1767 - 1811), who was
collecting Arabic manuscripts and artifacts on behalf

2 Burckhardt, Travels, p. 5.

3 See also Garcin, Lecture historique, pp. 381-385, and Gar-
cin, “Enquete”, for the identification of the island of Philae
as the setting of the story.

4 see E.G. Browne : A hand-List of the Muhammadan Manu-
scripts in the Library of the University of Cambridge (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1900); p. 62, no. 320.



of the Duke of Saxe-Gotha, and who acquired the
three copies of Qissat Anas al-Wujid which are now
kept at Gotha [cf. his own inventory of acquisitions].
Burckhardt apparently saw himself as a competitor
to Seetzen (“[...] I have, unknowingly, entered upon my
expedition as rival to a gentleman who is probably by this
time in the scene of action.”),” and begins his lengthy
remark on the death of Seetzen—who died in Yemen,
possibly the victim of a poison attack, in 1811—with
the statement : “It has fallen to my lot to trace his footsteps,
in many hitherto unknown parts of Syria and Arabia ...”.°

Of all the versions that are examined here, this manu-
script contains the most extensive. In some sections,
such as the departure scene of the female protagonist,
it is extremely elaborate, and contains text not found
elsewhere. What is more, the manuscript was evident-
ly collated or compared with other versions, because
it contains additional stanzas in the margins that are
also found in some other manuscripts.

The Cambridge text is also unique because it is the
only text that contains an attribution to a named

5 Burckhardt, Travels, p. vi.
6 Burckhardt, Travels, p. Ixxx.
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author: In C332, the author names himself as Ahmad
al-Tirmisani’:

\ogalll s (5 o0 BB 3 3y
\ 5 e L 367

Vs aany el el

VB s e B

I have been unable to locate a reference to a place
named Tirmisan in Egypt, but there appears to be a
village of this name in Morocco, south of Agadir, and
a Turmusan in Syria, in the environs of Hims. It is
hardly surprising that the name of the author is not
attested in the biographical dictionaries. Judging from
the character of the text, with its many interjections,
and terms to address the audience, the author would
have been a storyteller and entertainer. That said,
there is no evidence in manuscript to prove that it

7 “My colleague Humphrey Davies rightly notes that

this name may be variant of a nisbah referring to Tilm-

isa (al-Kubra), which is the disused name of a village in
al-Buhayrah that is now known as Kom al-Qanatir (see M.
Ramzi. al-Qamds al-jughrafi lil-bilad al-Misriyah : min ‘ahd
qudama’ al-Misriyin il4 sanat 1945 (Cairo: Matba‘at Dar
al-Kutub al-Misriyah, 1953-1968). Pt. 2, vol. 2, p. 242.”



is the finished autograph of al-Tirmisani himself. On
the contrary, if one compares this text with that of
the other manuscripts, then one gains the impression
that all extant versions, including the Cambridge one,
are descendants of a distant archetype, and contain
alterations, and accretions. As noted above, this par-
ticular manuscript contains numerous additions in
the margins, some of which also appear in the other
versions of the story.

The overall appearance of the manuscript suggests
that it was used as an aide-memoire in performance:
The codex is untidily written, heavily used, party
soiled, and contains additions and accretions through-
out. It use in oral performance may also explain its
most distinctive feature, namely the presence of vo-
calization throughout the text. Fully vocalized texts
are somewhat rare, but in this case the vowel marks
may have served to dispel any ambiguity as the text
was read, and recited rapidly.

The orthography and language of the text deserve a
separate study. It will suffice here to point to some
distinctive features of the text.

In general, the spelling of the consonant base is
regular. By this I mean that the consonant base (but
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not the vocalization!) by and large adheres to the
forms and word-divisions of written Arabic, even in
contexts where the oral rendition may differ. However,
there are also some irregular contractions, such as:

3121 38 S0 an for VLS o
315:1 & for ol )\

A peculiar idiosyncrasy is the representation of the
pronoun suffix for the third person as waw, not at ha’;
this feature is found throughout the text. However,
there are also examples of the regular spelling with ha’.

3:3 L i Y for o g d

24:4 B ez for S reny

96:4 LI e b3 G for o))l e s L
But:4:2 Y dus o3

The vocalization is based directly on the forms that
would be realized in an oral recitation. For instance,
in 314:1 we have b6l &5 3, where the alif is clearly re-
dundant, but preserved in writing, while the preceding
fatha represents a non-standard form. Similarly, in



313:3, one finds ¢ ,«3 <¢, where the epenthetic vowel
is marked with a kasrah.

The absence of case-marking in nouns is made explicit
by the addition of sukin.

It appears that long [e:] is rendered by the sequence
kasrah-ya>-sukiin, as in 25:3, S 63 S gl >y
(for habbet, baket).

There are several instances of the use of phrases that
are clearly marked as literary Arabic, either by the
choice of words, or through the use of case endings,
as in:

-

299:2 Lad 043 e
308:3 s Ol Lo
93:3 J,20 3
15:4

L) il HEY;
Note that the spelling of the penultimate example in
this list does not conform to the standard, and that

the last example occurs in a context that is strongly
marked as non-standard. Of course, the entire text
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contains a vast quantity of non-standard features.
It may be worth providing a few examples of these:

308:2 b LA
310:4 5
316:1
284:3 e b
284:1 S35 Al
265:4 K
285:2 oLl
258:3 Gas ,i5
233:3 u‘“’ :«,;\; A
230:3 28,
118:4 6)9 5,\3
114:2 Lj



Ms. Berlin Landberg 75 (Ahlwardt 9178) [B/<-]

Manuscript on paper. 15.5 x 10.5 cm. 11 lines per page.
Written in large, handsome naskh, and fully vocalized;
double-ruled borders enclose the text, which is divided
into stanzas by the word ‘dawr’ (flanked by three dots
on either side, and set between single ruled lines); line
endings are demarcated with three dots; catchwords
are present; the title appears on fol. 1a, inside a simple
triangular ornament: “hadha qissit [sic] Anas al-Wujid
bi-al-tamam wa-al-kamal, wa-al-hamd li-Llah ‘ala kull hal,
wa-al-hamd li-Lldh Rabb al-‘alamin”; the same folio has
the ownership stamp of the Royal Library in Berlin;
colophon on fol. 47a: “tammat Anas al-Wujiad wa-al-Ward
fi-al-Khudud bi-hamd Allah wa-‘awnihi wa-husn tawfigihi
fi 25 shahr al-Hijjah khitam sanat 1192 ithnayn wa-tis‘in
wa-mi’ah wa-alf min al-Hijrah al-Nabawtyah ‘ald sahibiha
afdal al-salah wa-al-salam”; the date corresponds to
January 13%, 1779, making this the earliest among
the manuscripts which are presented here; after the
text on fol. 47b-48a there follows an epilogue in the
form of a series of aphorisms in verse, which are not
directly connected to the text of the story, and which
I therefore reproduce here:

Xix

SIS e g

JM\ o 4»\3 I
U5 als5 ol 105
Sl gy Bl S

2 G B o e
[148]| Jsa

= NERV d,m 3

i [o47]|
AT N 2
6755 ol J)
Sl 4y 835 1 25
lod (il 1401 52

{8585 1o 422 55 15

T sl g5 G2 B 4ol

Dol i3 Tl 32 26 255

EEE N

oo dpsl om @ 08 o



et 85 5 4 55 T3 Jak o

o) 0Bl el oVl sl o 18

The manuscript was part of the collection of Swedish
linguist Carlo Landberg (1848-1899), who had traveled
in the Middle East in the 1870s. His collection was sold
to the Royal Library in Berlin through Brill in 1884.
It appears that Landberg was interested in narrative
material, and in vernacular texts, as he published
two vernacular versions of a story related to the 1001
Nights.?

The manuscript of the story of Anas al-Wujiid was
described by Ahlwardt in his Verzeichnis.’ Of all the
manuscripts presented here, this is certainly the most
elegant. Indeed, it does not have the appearance of a
‘popular’ manuscript at all. With its handsome callig-
raphy, its regular layout of eleven lines per page, and
carefully drawn frames, it resembles manuscripts of

8 C.Landberg (ed.). Bdsim le forgeron et Hartin er-Rachid
(Leiden : Brill, 1888)

9 W. Ahlwardt. Verzeichnis der Arabischen Handschriften der
Koniglichen Bibliothek zu Berlin (Berlin: A. Asher, 1896). Vol. 8,
p. 151.

collections of poetry, even if the execution is not lux-
urious. It does contain corrections in the text, but not
extensive additions like the Cambridge manuscript.
All in all, the manuscript appears to be a finished
product, made specifically to be read in private, and
not a working copy that was used in public recitals.

The orthography of the text is remarkably consistent
throughout. There are some small idiosyncrasies in
spelling, such as the omission of dots on ta’ marbutah
throughout, and the use of dots under ya’ and alif
magstrah. Dialectal elements in the text are mostly
represented phonetically:

2511 S5 ss for LS L) b
119:3 P R3s for  Jls adlis

Ms Gotha Orient. A 2644 [GA/ '], A 2646 [GB/ <],
& A 2645 [GC/ z¢]

This group of manuscripts was acquired by the German
doctor, naturalist and orientalist Ulrich Jasper Seetzen
(1767-1811) during his sojourn in Cairo in 1808-1809,



on behalf of the Duke of Saxe-Gotha.® Though not
an Arabist by training, Seetzen had acquired a good
grasp of the language and seems to have had a vivid
interest in literature and popular culture - if one can
judge by the fact that he bought a substantial quantity
of narrative texts.

The diaries of his travels were published posthumous-
ly by Kruse." Burckhardt remarks:

“Although endowed with a lively fancy,
and even with considerable poetic
talents, he was a man of plain truth. If
sometimes over-fond of speculating upon
the facts which he had collected, yet I
am certain that in stating those facts

10  See H. Stein. “Zur Geschichte und Erschliessung der
orientalischen Handschriften in Gotha* in Orientalische Buch-
kunst in Gotha. (Gotha: Forschungs- und Landesbibliothek
Gotha, 1997). Pp. 17-40. For an account of Seetzen’s travels,
see N. Nebes. “Ulrich Jasper Seetzens Reisen im Orient”,
ibid, pp. 41-46.

11 F.Kruse. Ulrich Jasper Seetzen's Reisen durch Syrien,
Paldstina, Phénicien, die Transjordan-Ldnder, Arabia Petraea
und Unter-Aegypten. 4 Vols. (Berlin: G. Reimer 1855-1859).
Available online: http://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/
seetzenl1854ga.

he observed the strictest adherence to
the truth.”,?

which could be seen as a subtle attempt to discredit
Seetzen. Burckhardt’s reservations notwithstanding,
the diaries remain of considerable interest on account
of the wealth of geographic, ethnographic and linguis-
tic material which they contain. Unfortunately, they
do not provide any information about the provenance
of the manuscripts acquired by Seetzen, nor do they
inform us whether Seetzen had seen the poem being
performed.

Brief descriptions of the manuscripts and a general
account of Seetzen’s collections can be found in the
catalogues prepared by Pertsch.”

12 Ibid., p. Ixxx.

13 W. Pertsch. Die arabischen Handschriften der herzoglichen
Bibliothek zu Gotha. (Gotha: Perthes, 1883). Available online:
https://www.uni-erfurt.de/bibliothek/fb/recherche/wil-
helm-pertsch-die-orientalischen-handschriften-der-herzo-
glichen-bibliothek-zu-gotha/. Descriptions: pt. 3, vol. 4, pp.
400-401.



GA & GB

Two manuscripts on laid paper. They appear to be
near-identical copies by the same hand.* Both contain
51 folios of 16.5 by 11cm; 9 lines per page, in two
stanzas of four lines each, separated by the header
‘dawr’ (set between two dots or hooks) on an extra
line; regular, tidy, and fully dotted naskh; hardly any
vowel marks; on the bottom left corner of each verso,
a “rawi” indicates the first word on the following page;
there is no separate title, and only a brief colophon:
“tammat al-qissah bi-al-tamam wa-al-kamal”; the first
folio of GA carries a dated acquisition mark by Seetzen:
“Kahira 1807. No. 386. U,J. Seetzen”; the number in-
dicates the position in Seetzen’s own inventory. The
corresponding acquisition mark in GB has the number
966. This would indicate that the copies, though pro-
duced by the same copyist, were either acquired by
Seetzen at different times, or indexed separately.

The spelling of the text in GA and GB is close to the
standard; for example, one finds the interdental rep-
resented with the letter dhal in 44 in GB 23:4, 34:4,
and throughout. However, there is some inconsistency
in the use of dots for ta’ marbitah, e.g. &>\ in GB 21:3,

14  Pertsch, Handschriften, p. 401.

xxii

but «>) in GB 24:3 (and without dots throughout).
The letters ya’ and alif magsirah also appear haphaz-
ardly with and without dots, e.g. .S in GB 34:4, but
4 s in GB 35:4 (both without dots). Colloquial ex-
pressions are treated in an irregular manner, and
either appear as single words (& b in GA 107: 4),
or broken up into units (oL Je ¥l in GA 108:4).

GC

Ms on laid paper, 20 folios of 16.5 by 11cm; 13 lines per
page; untidy, careless naskh; fully dotted, but hardly
any vowel marks; on the bottom left corner of each
verso, a catchword indicates the first word on the
following page; title on fol. 1b: “hadhihi Qissat Anasil
Wujiid”; no colophon, breaks off abruptly after fol. 20b;
fol. 1a carries a dated acquisition mark by Seetzen:
“Kahira 1807. No. 179. U,J. Seetzen”; the inventory
number shows that of three versions of the story
acquired by Seetzen, this manuscript was bought first,
soon after his arrival in Cairo from the Levant. Since
this copy is clearly defective, it may be that Seetzen
commissioned the two other complete copies to be
made. While this is a conjecture, it would certainly
explain why GA and GB appear uncharacteristically
neat and clean.



The manuscript displays very unconventional and Single words are often written in two separate units,

inconsistent ways of spelling. It frequently represents or two words divided arbitrarily, thus:
separate words as one, or splits single units into two.
Nouns and particles are often written as one unit, 23:4 P oS for s sls
but there are also examples of nouns and verbs being
joined in writing. Consider these examples: 24:2 Al oy for  pdyalso 24:4 pa
for »1,4L;
2:3 preet for P
25:2 395 ol for )
: [£%)] %)
43 = for =T 49:2 W for i) b
15: g f =3\ g
>3 o i 53:1 33 for sl
29: Le f Le
93 ’ or > 85:2 S0 for o]
51:3 Sl for S5 el )
- g 95:3 wdyol for AL
72:2 FRes for the .
S S 1021 5 Ju for UL
2:4 3 g fi 55
/ O or o 1024 55 Js for S 5
112:2 ologd for olya B ) .
. 1043 -5 . for Cri
115: e fq )
>3 or Al 1141 G- o for Gl

101:1 52 Y for sl WY
5 7 o Many of the variant spellings are contractions of

long vowels, which may be due to the poetic metre.
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Contraction occurs frequently in final positions,
between words, but there are also examples of
word-internal contractions in the text.

29:3 obe for rgn
29:4 Js for Y,
34:4 slae for se b
49:4 bl cwl  for Ul sl
65:3 " for e
78:1 ok for -
85:2 BN for S35
96:3 el for )
99:2 - for e
1054 &N, for = Y,
112:1 s for S o

The feminine ending ta’ marbitah is written haphaz-
ardly with or without dots, as are ya’ and alif magsurah;

XXiv

prepositions terminating in the latter, such as ‘ala and
ila, are mostly written with dots, however.

Ms Paris Arabe 3626 [PA/\], Arabe 3627 (=Suppl. Ar.
1724) [PB/ ]

The Bibliotheque Nationale holds several manu-
scripts of Qissat Anas al-Wujid, of which two are verse
recensions:"

PA16

Manuscript on laid paper, 34 folios of 17 by 11cm;
12 to 14 lines per page; fluid, but plain naskh; fully
dotted, but without vowel marks; every second line
is slightly indented; text is framed on either side by

15  G. Vadja. Index général des manuscrits arabes musulmans
de la Bibliothéque Nationale de Paris. (Paris: Editions du Centre
National de la Recherche Scientifique, 1953); vol. p. 571. De-
scriptions: W. M. De Slane. Catalogue des manuscrits arabes de
la Bibliothéque Nationale (Paris: Imprimerie Nationale, 1883).
The contents of this catalogue are available online: http://
archivesetmanuscrits.bnf.fr/cdc.html.

16 Online catalogue record for this manuscript:
http://archivesetmanuscrits.bnf.fr/ead.html?id=FRBN-
FEADO000031507



a row of red dots, roughly corresponding to the be-
ginning and end of each line; catchwords are present;
the title appears on fol. 1a: “Hadhihi Qissat al-Ward fi
al-Akmam ‘ala al-tamam wa-al-kamal”; the colophon on,
fol. 34s simply reads: “tammat bi-hamd Allah wa-‘awnihi
wa-husn tawfigihi, amin”; the recto of the front fly-leaf
carries the old inventory number: “Suppl. Ar. No.
1725”7, while the title page has the ownership stamp
of the Bibliothéque Royale; undated, ascribed to the
18" century by De Slane.

Unlike other manuscripts described here, this copy
displays quite conventional word-division and or-
thography. There are some minor idiosyncrasies,
though, such as the use of waw for the third person
pronoun (e.g. PA 19: 4 1 w5y, for 4 «slsly), and the
spelling of the feminine suffix -ki with ya’ (e.g. PA
18:2 X for ¢k). Hamzah occurs occasionally (PA 18:2
¢), but is omitted in most cases (e.g. PA 21:3 slsdl),
There is some variation in the spelling of words that
have dhal in classical Arabic, which would appear to
indicate that these words were realized with [z], as
in PA 20:4 L), for ple ), but PA 21:4 4.4, Similarly, the
occurrence of t@’ instead of tha’ in PA 24:3 &)\ for ),
and related forms suggests that the pronunciation as
[0] in these forms had fallen out of use, even though
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spellings with tha> survive occasionally (e.g. in PA
40:1 St). The feminine ending occurs mostly without
dots (PA 50:2 o)1), while alif magsiirah regularly
carries them (PA 52:1 s 5).

PB17

Manuscript on laid paper; 33 folios of 16 by 11 cm; two
foliations are present; with the older foliation, which
does not include the fly-leaf, the text begins on fol. 1b.
This is the foliation that I will be referring to in the
edited text; 14 to 17 lines per page; fluid and dynamic
naskh with some ligatures (e.g. dal, followed by final h@
written in one stroke); fully dotted, but largely devoid
of vowel marks; some disambiguation marks, such as
a hcek on sin to distinguish it from shin; catchwords
are not present; the text is presented in neatly aligned
stanzas, separated by the word “bayt”, which is often
elongated and sometimes not dotted; the text begins
(fol. 1b): “bi-sm Alldh al-Rahman al-Rahim, tawakkaltu
‘ala Allah”, and ends in a colophon on fol. 33b: “tammat
bi-hamd Allah wa-‘awnihi wa-husn tawfigihi wa-kana
al-faragh min kitabihd yawm al-khamis 20 li-Rabi‘ Akhar

17 Online catalogue record for this manuscript:
http://archivesetmanuscrits.bnf.fr/ead.html?id=FRBN-
FEAD000031508



sanat 1218 ...”; that day was a Tuesday, however; since
there is no doubt about the month and the year, one
can safely date the manuscript to August 1803; fol.
1a has a triangular ornament, which should contain
the title, but remains empty. The same folio also has
the ownership stamp of the Bibliotheque Royale, the
number 576 at the top, and the text “Asselin”, “Supp.
ar. 1724”; the fly-leaf carries the old inventory number
“Suppl. Ar. No. 1724” and a leaf-count: “volume de 22
feuillets; 31 Aofit 1877”.

The provenance of this last manuscript is indicated
by the note on the title page “Asselin”; this identifies
the manuscript as one of several hundred which were
acquired for the Bibliotheque Royale from the estate
of Jean-Louis Asselin de Cherville (1772-1822), who had
served in the French consulate in Egypt from 1816,
and worked as principal dragoman at the court of
Alexandria until his death in Cairo. During his sojourn
in Egypt, Asselin had acquired a collection of over one
thousand five hundred manuscripts in Arabic (1211
titles) and other languages.’® As a scholar, Asselin

18 See “Asselin de Cherville” in J. Balteau (et al., eds).
Dictionnaire de biographie frangaise. (Paris : Letouzey et Ané,
1933-) [1II: 1291-2] for a short biography, and details about
the fate of this collection. A listing of the items acquired by
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devoted himself mainly to the study of Ethiopic lan-
guages, but also worked on a French-Arabic dictionary
of the dialects of Egypt, and on a study of the compo-
sition of the Arabian Nights.* Though Asselin never
published on the subject, we know of his interest in
the Nights through the account of Seetzen, whom he
had encountered while in Cairo.?

This manuscript, too, has some orthographic and
linguistic peculiarities. Though word-division and
spelling are largely regular, one finds a number of
interesting variants. For instance, particles are occa-
sionally written together with the next word, as in
PB 7:1 4l Je oSS, or again in PB 57:2 44 o\SSl; this

the Bibliothéque Royale is preserved in manuscript (nov.
acq. fr. 5441) , and Asselin’s own inventory is included in
the collection (fonds arabe no. 4481). At the head of the title
page of Ms Arabe 3627, one finds the number 576, which
may indicate its position in that inventory, though I have
not had the opportunity to verify this fact.

19 H. Dehérain. “Asselin de Cherville, drogman du consulat
de France en Egypte et orientaliste”. Journal des Savants, n.s.
14e année (1916), p. 181 & n. 2.

20 See M. Mahdi. The Thousand and One Nights. (Leiden:
Brill, 1995). pp. 98-99.



last example is also remarkable for the choice of verb
(also in PB 71:1 s o).

Dots are regularly written under alif magsirah, but
omitted on ta’marbitah throughout. There is consid-
erable variation in the representation of final ta all
though the manuscript; for example, PB 26:4 s ssle
and again PB 42:3 »>S 3.5, have t@’ marbitah for the
feminine verbal ending, while conversely PB 32:2
bl @5 Ss, with open t@ instead of ta@ marbitah.
Final ta’ also gives rise to unusual contracted forms,
such as PB 76:2 «s o, for ¢ ol . The form in PB
116:1 bl <3, for pLl &3, should also be mentioned
here.

The spelling in PA 19:1 aesx 5, for Sasa: s shows
that the relative pronoun was pronounced with [z];
the same is true of other forms, like PB 67:3 R

for o 5.

One could certainly extend the description of linguistic
features in the texts of the manuscripts. The few ex-
amples given here will serve only to show the general
characteristics of each manuscript. In the second
part of this work, I hope to prepare the ground for a
thorough linguistic analysis by providing an exhaus-
tive concordance of verbal forms found in the texts.
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Qissat Anas al-Wujiid: PRELIMINARY NOTES
Title

The title of the story is clearly given as Qissat Anas
al-Wujid in the Cambridge and Berlin manuscripts,
which are fully vocalized. Elsewhere, the title is found
without vowels, and could be read as Qissat Uns al-Wu-
jud. The Gotha manuscript A 2645 has the title Qissat
Anasil Wujid, which may be taken as further evidence
that the reading ‘Anas’ prevailed, because the form
Unas is inconceivable. Since the Cambridge text serves
as the base for the edition presented here, T will use
the title of that text throughout.

The other manuscripts provide fuller titles, with vari-
ations: In the colophon of the Berlin manuscript, the
title is given as Anas al-Wujad wa-al-Ward fi-al-Khudud
(which rhymes, but misrepresents the name of the
female protagonist, al-Ward fi al-Akmam). On the
other hand, the Paris manuscript Ms Arabe 3626 omits
the name of the male protagonist altogether, giving
the title as Qissat al-Ward fi al-Akmam.



Form

The verse recension was composed in strophic form
of the type known as musammat.' Stanzas consist of
four lines, of which the first three carry the same end-
rhyme, whereas the stanzas are strung together by
the main rhyme in the fourth line (aaax, bbbx, cccx,
...). The main rhyme in this particular text is in -am.

In most of the manuscripts, the formal scheme is
made apparent in the layout of the text (by separating
stanzas with a blank space), or by addition of a stanza
header (‘dawr’ or ‘bayt’). However, the Cambridge
manuscript and one of the copies at Gotha (A 2645)
represent the text without much visual structure:
in the former, stanzas are not marked as such, but
the individual verses are placed on separate lines,
and vaguely marked with an irregular row of dots
at the beginning and end; in the case of the Gotha
manuscript, even the individual lines are run together,
making the text appear like prose.

There are occasional omissions of entire lines (e.g.
Gotha A 2645, stanza 11, where the last line is missing),
and occasional interpolations of additional lines (as
in Gotha A 2645, stanza 12, 11. 4-5). In a few instances,

1 EP, s.v. “Musammat”
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the main rhyme of a stanza is incorrect (for example,
Gotha A 2645, stanza 24, where the last line ends in -an.

The metre appears to be sari’, though this is often
obscured by the non-standard orthography. One has
to sound out the underlying colloquial text that the
written text represents in order to identify the feet.
For example, the fourth stanza in the text of Ms Berlin
Landberg 57 reads as follows:

\ala B ol WS Al s
VY s LSS e F
Which I render as:
Hab-/bul/ ma-/lik/ lam-/ma b/ta-/lash/fi /ha-/wah//
Min/ kuth/ri/ ma/ tah-/haf/ ga-/ma-/lu I-/i-/lah//
——v—|=—=v—|—=v—//

——v—|——v—|-v—//

Content

Short summaries of the prose recension are contained
in the works by Chavis and Marzolph & Van Leeuwen,
cited in the introduction. The more recent works by



Garcin’ contain longer summaries, and are useful
because the note variations between the different
printed editions of the Nights.

The events of the verse recension are very similar
to that of the prose version, but the two recensions
diverge in some minor points of detail. For that reason,
and for the convenience of the reader, I herewith
provide a short synopsis of the events.

Qissat Anas al-Wujiid recounts the adventures a court-
ier in the service of king Shamikh of Isfahan. On the
occasion of a parade in his honour, Anas al-Wujad
sees al-Ward fT al-Akmam, the vizier’s daughter, who
observes him from her balcony. They fall passionately
in love with one another, and begin an exchange of
love letters with the aid of the girl’s nurse. When the
nurse accidentally drops one of their letters at the
feet of the vizier, their affair is discovered. In order
to avert a scandal, the vizier decides to imprison his
daughter on a remote island, where he builds a luxuri-
ous palace. The girl bids farewell to her mother, and is
transported to the island, but leaves a message at her
door to inform her lover about her fate. When Anas

2 Garcin, “Enquéte”, and Garcin, Lecture historique, p.
377-
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al-Wujtd finds the message, he decides to abandon
the world, and goes wandering the in the desert. A
lion attacks him, but takes pity on the young man
after hearing the heart-rending story of lost love. The
lion conducts Anas al-Wujtd to a hermit living in the
desert near the sea, who knows the whereabouts of
the vizier’s daughter, and helps the hero by building
a float that will take him to the remote island. On his
arrival there, Anas al-Wujid poses as a shipwrecked
merchant, and is led into the castle, but he comes too
late: al-Ward fi al-Akmam has already escaped from
her prison, with the help of a fisherman who takes
her to the court of king Dirbas. The latter offers to
help the noble lady, and sends his vizier to the court
of king Shamikh, to fetch Anas al-Wujiid. The latter
is of course no longer in Isfahan, so king Shamikh
sends out his vizier to look for him, too. Both viziers
set out to search together, and reach the island, where
they find a young man whom they recognize as Anas
al-Wujad. They take him along to the court of king
Dirbas, where Anas al-Wujiid encounters al-Ward fi
al-Akmam. At last, the two lovers are reunited, and
are married at the hands of king Shamikh himself.
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EDITORIAL TREATMENT

The texts of the manuscripts are of considerable im-
portance for the study of pre-modern varieties of
colloquial Arabic. It would not be in the interest of
future researchers if variations and idiosyncrasies in
the sources were obscured by an editorial process that
normalizes or standardizes the text. I have therefore
made an effort to represent the content of the man-
uscripts ‘as is’, to the extent that this was possible.

The exception to this rule is the omission of the word
‘bayt” or ‘dawr’, which appears in some manuscripts
as a marker before each stanza. The representation
of this header in some, but not all of the parallel texts
would have complicated the layout without adding
any content of substance. I have therefore omitted
the header throughout, but indicated its presence
in the description of the manuscripts. Similarly, I
have chosen to omit special verse markers (such as
dots). While the actual arrangement of verses on the



manuscript pages varies from the highly regular to
the chaotic, I have uniformly arranged the text into
four separate lines for each stanza, and marked the
end of each line with a forward slash.

Some irregular and unorthodox spellings have already
been listed above in the descriptions of the manu-
scripts. It is worth pointing out that the irregular use
of dots above ta’ marbutah and under alif magstirah has
not been fully regularized.

In very few instances, the available technology limits
the representation of non-standard orthography;
for example, it is difficult to render maddah when
placed above a letter other than dlif. In such cases, an
omission of the offending element was unavoidable,
but the interference with the source text was duly
marked in the notes.

Editorial interference is also necessary for the place-
ment of additions found in the margins or in inter-
linear spaces. To mark these additions, marginalia
are set in italics, whereas interlinear additions are
marked with inverted commas in the text. One might
add that the additional stanzas found in the margins
of Ms Cambridge Qq. 75 almost always terminate with

the first word of the following stanza in the main
text, so that there is no doubt about their placement.

Arrangement and layout

The texts of the manuscripts are arranged in six
columns. Since the Cambridge manuscript contains
the longest version, it is taken as a base, and occupies
the column on the far right. The other texts are ar-
ranged in the following order (from right to left): B,
PA, PB, GA&GB, GC. Manuscripts GA & GB are direct
copies of one another (or of a common template), with
minimal variation, and a separate column for GB was
therefore not necessary. The few variants found in GB
have been recorded in endnotes.

In the manuscripts, the stanzas are not numbered. In
order to facilitate navigation across the texts, I have
provided consecutive numbering in a separate column
to the right of each text. For C, only one number is
given to the right of the first line of each stanza. In
the other texts, stanzas carry a sequential number,
followed by the number of the corresponding stanza
in C, in square brackets. If no corresponding stanza
exists, an Arabic letter nun (for nagis) appears in the
place of the number in brackets.

XXXV



As mentioned above, some manuscripts carry addi-
tional stanzas in the margin. These have been inserted
at the appropriate point in the text, and marked with
an alphabetic sequence. Hence, additional stanzas
after stanza no. 2 are numbered 2a, 2b, and so forth.

The stanzas appear in a different order in each version.
This makes it necessary to insert gaps in some places.
For example, if manuscript GA displays a particular
stanza earlier in the sequence than all other mss,
that stanza will be inserted in the correct place in the
sequence for GA, while the remaining columns will
be left blank. There will be no indication in the other
columns if the stanza is found in other manuscripts.
In the next row, the text in all columns will continue,
until the same stanza is reached again, at which point
the text of the stanza in question is inserted for the
remaining manuscripts.

In order to facilitate a comparison of related stanzas,
which occur at different points in the various texts,
stanzas are repeated, in square brackets, and in smaller
type, next to the related stanza in the Cambridge text,
if one exists. Repeated stanzas will be marked with the
correct sequential number, but stripped of all notes.

Symbols used

[]

<.,\>.Lg\>
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letters missing from the original text,
restored by the editor; square
brackets with text in smaller type
contain stanzas that are found
elsewhere in the text, which are
repeated to facilitate comparison

lacuna or illegible text in the
manuscript;

erasure, text crossed out;
text repeated by the copyist;

text given in superscript, or the
margin of the manuscript;

redundant letters in the text of the
manuscript.
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